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FOREWORD

U, S, Naval Forces were engaged in diverse typass of operations
during the month of April, During the paricd k-7 Aprii U, S, and
Vietnamese forces combined to conduct aweeps on O¢ Island iwm the Ham
Luong River, PBR’s and Vietnamese Navy river craft maintained blocking
and gunfire support positions encircling the isiand, Intermit{tent but
heated battles were waged during the four days with the river craft
furnishing much needed mortar illumination and madevac assistance as
well as blocking actions,

GAME WARDEN units supported a Republic ¢f Korea Army operstion
on the Qui Nhon Peninsula in II Corps Tactical Zona condxcied 20=-06
April, This was the first entry of TF 1i6 units inio this theater of
operations, PBR!s from River Section 532 and USS HUNTERDON COUNTY
(157838) provided blocking forces, General KIM, Chief of Staff, :30KA,
stated that complete success of operations, in which over 200 of the
enemy were killed and 76 captured, cccurred as % dirsct result of the
presence of PBR and harbor defense units blocking the waterways,
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CHRONOLOGY

! 1 April - MARKET TIME air surveillance forces suf{ered the loss of a P3B
' Orion and its 12 crewmembers- from.Ro e fire causing it to
crash at sea 5 miles scuth of An Thoi in the Gulf of Thailand.
p. 1-3

- Captain Max C. DUNCAN, USN, rélieved Captain Burns.W, SPORE, “USN,
as Commander U. S. Naval oupport saciiv..y, daigon., p. 75 and 97

- Five Seabees of MCB 9 Detachment ECHO gave their life in defense f;=£fli£i:ﬂf
of their camp, located near Phu Bai, after it came under heavy ; T
enemy mortar and recoilless-rifle attack, p. 79

g 2 - A homemade booby trap was discovered aboard the USS COLLETON ,.“_.>‘._ “:
3 (APB 36), while anchored in the vicinity of Dong Tam. MRF EOD S e
3 personnel disarmed the device., This marked the first-known e
] attempt at sabotage against a ship of the MRF. p. 51-52
3 - Captain Arthur W. PRICE, USN, relieved Captain Paul N, GRAY, USN, ST

as Commander River Patrol Force/Task Force 116. p. 97 @
L - Assault craft of RAD 92 with embarked troops came under ambush

about 4 miles norti of Ben Tre on the Ba Lai. River. Five enemy

atteckers were killed and more than 60 were wounded. p. 53

4L -7 ~ Operation TRUONG CONG DINH 7/10/7 was conducted on Oc Island in

3 the Ham Luong River by joint VNN, ARVN, USA, and USN. Forces
repeated ground sweeps of the area to flush the enemy out. U. S.
forces were credited with killing 71 of the .enemy and capturing

13, while suffering 39 of their own killed ¢nd zrotner 146 wounded.
The ARVN forces killed 13 Viet Cong while capturing 15 of the enemy
1 and sustaining 5 SRVN fatalities of their 59 casualties., p, 131-132

6 April - Phu Loc quarry/crusher facilities were offically dedicated with the
name Camp Deshursley and is now in full operstion. p. 80-81

3 7 - MCB 5 completed the C-123 air strip at  -u, p., 80

- The Master and mate of the commercial tug, MICHAEL, belonging to
’ the Alaskan Barge and Tug Company under U. S. Military contract,
were killed when the tug came under attack by RPG-7 rockets and
automatic weapons fire on the My Tho River; about 8 miles north
of Vinh Long., p. 31

- Security guards on the SS CAPE EDMONT, while anchored in Qui Nhon
harbor, observed three swimmers in the water alongside of the ship.
The swimmers were taken under fire and fled. An inspection of the

CONFIDEN14AL vi
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ship was conducted and a satchel charge was found on the anchor
chain. EOD personnel disconnected the charge and had it in.tow
within 2% minutes after their arrival. p. 20

EN3 Steve D, LEDFORD, USN, was killed when PBRs from RIVSEC 541,
on a special night patrol about 11 miles south of Nha Be, came
under enemy attack. LEDFORD was the forward gunner on one of the
PBRs. Three additional PBR sailors received slight wounds and the
PBRs sustained moderate damage in the action. p. <O

An ICPL essigned to IUWU 3 recovered a body floating in the water
approximately 100 yards of{ the bow of the SS CAPE EDMONT in Qui
Nhon Harbor. The body wit.u snorkel attached, contained numercus
bullet holes and.it was determined that it was che body of one of
the three swimmers who placed a charge on the SS CAPE EDMONT!'s
anckor chain on 7 April, p. 20.

Commander Adrain L. LONSDALE, USCG, relieved Commander Norman
J. VENZKE, USCG, as Commander of the Gulf of Thailard Surveil-
lance Group and Fourth Coastal Zone. p. 97-98

Five PBRs from IU 116.2.3 and two PBRs from TU 116.3.5 engaged
the enemy while providing support to a Vietnamese Navy Propo-
ganda Team wit: a Australian Advisor, about 3% miles north of
Vinh Leng. PbR 87 landed the troops embarked and the Australian
Advisor, but when PBR 83 sitempted to land within only 100 meters
to the landing >rea, came under fire, made a charge and landed
the treoops to aid the troops ashore which were pinned down by
enemy fire. The PBRs provided cover fire for the trocps ashore
to withdraw. The troops scrambled back aboard except for the
Australian Advisor, he appeared shortly with two Viet Cong firing
at him and the PBRs opened fire and killed one Viet Cong and the
Australian killecd the other. When action terminated there were
four Viet Cong killed and at least three structures destroyed.
There were no U. S. casualties, p., 31-32

Vice Admiril Charles K. DUNCAN, USN, Chief of Naval Personnel,
conducted a Sour of major U. S. Naval activities in South Vietnam.

p. 98-99

Operation LAMSON 21) was conducted south of Phu Veng and Huong
Thuy sub-sectors by 3 junks of CG 12, an ARVN reconnaissance
company, an ARVN special force company and a USMC company. Forty
Viet Cong were killed, 10 others were captured and 8 suspects were
detained. Friendly forces suffered 9 killed and 21 wounded. p. 112
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CONFIDENTIAL

20-26 April - GAME WARDEN units saw action in I {castal Tactical Zone for
the first time when PBRs from RIVSEC £32 and USS HUNTERDON
COUNTY (LST 838) provided blecking ferses for the Korean Army
operation, MAENG HO 1I {Fierce Tiger;. cn the Qui Nnon Peninsula,
The cperation netted cver 200 Viet Ccng killed and 76 <aptured,
along with quantity of war malerials, weapons and ammunitions
Lo 3,23,2l and 117

o

23 = The Fleet Air Support Unit Tacvical A :Zield Duzpemsing System AR
Installaticn at Danang Air Base became oper “ti onal The svstem e
has a capacity cf 30,000 gallons, po. 71=7% A

2l = A Second MSTS T-1 tanker, USNS PETULAMA /AO(T)79) arrived on -9
station for shuttle duty between Tan My and Hue, p., 71 IR

PRI
a o _adle
sSvtaarh

24=26 = Commander, Construction Battalions, Pasiflc, visited Seabee e
construction sites in I Ccaztval Tastical Zcne, cbserved the e
exsansive sonstruchion effort being sxended. Do 82 oo

v sy
-’_l

25~30 = LTGEN Lewie W. WALT, USMC, Assistant {ocmmendant, U. 5. Marine
Corps, visited the MRF on 25 April and spent the remairder of

nis tour visiting U, S. Marine Corpg unate in the I Ccastal woe
Tactical Zene, po %9 S

26 - A Vietnamese River Assault Greup ‘RAG) and PBR River Ssction 522
conducted the first join: RAG/PEP psy-holcgical and medical civine
action operation in Vinh Long Prevince. p. 87

30 April ~ The Cua Viet River was closed due tc enemy attacks cn the logistie
cenvoys and the ceavoy escort until friendly ground feorces secured
the river banks. p. 4%

a0, 2
o LW
LN

«z 2
L
¥

The zctal strength of U. S. Naval personnel unaer the cperational

control of NAVFORV was 22,23, In ad ition, Yo S, Navy pe 'sonnel

; assigned to IXI Marine Amphibzous Feroce was 2,357 wh;le U So
Coast Guard strength was <77, : ;
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COASTAL SURVEILIANCE FORCE (TASK FORCE 115)

Indigenous fishing activity and coastal traffic returned to near
normal proportions during April with a corresponding high level of routine
MARKET TIME and STABLE DOOR activity, Patrol units im the foar coastal
gones maintained excellent patrol._effectiveness during the month as the
weather continued to be good throughout a high precentage of the month,

During April units of Operatiom MARKET TIME and Operation STABIE
DOOR detected 125,768 craft alorg South Vietnam®s coastline and harbors;
33,513 of these were inspected and an additionel 15,59k were boarded and
searched,

OPERATION MARKET TIME
Routine MARKET TIME activity continued at a high level during April

as 66,543 junks and sampans were detected, Over 4O pexcent of the detected

craft were inspected and approximately 15 percent more were boarded, The
boardings resulted in the detenticm of 29 craft and 499 persons, In addi-

tion, 1,256 steel-hulled vessels were detected transiting MARKET 1...< areas;

68 of the steel-hulled craft were boarded., Mearwhile, MARKET TIME units
provided numerous exfiitration/infiltration patrols in support of ground
operations, conducted 242 naval gunfire support missioms, and were engaged
in 27 hostile incidents during the month, As a2 result of these operatioas,
37 enemy structures and 12 junks were destreyeds in addition, L6 Viet Cong
were killed {plus 8 probable),

On 1 April MARKET TIME air surveillance forces suffered ths ioss of
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A merchant ship passes under the wing of a U,S, Navy P3 "Orion® in the
South China Sea, This Navy aircraft is a unit of MARKET TIME air sure
veillance forcss which check shipping along the South Vietnam coasts
to prevent commnist forces from moving supplies by sea,

a P3B "Orion* and its crew when a Patrol Squadrsy TWENTY-SIX aircraft
crashed at ses S5-miles south of An Thoi on Phu Quoc Island in the Gulf
of Thailand, The craft, operating out of U Tapao, Thailand, was on a
routine MARKET TIMt patrol when the Coastal Surveillance Center at An
Thoi requested assistance in establishing visual reconnaissance of a
Cambodian ISSL that was reported to be off-loading cargo to sampans

near the Cambodian island of Hon Doc in the Gulf of Thailand, The

CONFIDENT AL 2




2 A AN i B o b I o T S S & Ty T T R R I T W T W T WL R T R T Y T W W RS T AT LR AT A R e
FEARGASELEACRLAL HTA A ML LR LA e S R S S R RN SR

CONFIDENTIAL

aircraft responded to the requast and moments later reported it had
received hostile fire end intended to ditch, The aircraft was observed
with its outboard starboard engine or fire, a large hole in the stax-
board wing and toth starboard engines feathered as it passed over the
southera tip of Phu Quoc Island, SAR and saivage operations commenced
immediately after the crash, There were nc survivors among the 12 crew=
members sboard the aircraft and at month’s end, a thorough investigatiosn
cf the salvaged wreckage was being cenducted,

From the 20th to the 26th of April a combined operatiom vas held in
the Qui Nhon vicinity, While Republic of Korsa Axmy forces swept the ares,
U, S,.‘ Naval forces utilizing PCF®s and PBR's provided blocking patrols,
The successful operation, which also utilized helicopter gumships; artil-
lery, attack aircraft and landing craft, resulted in more than 200 enemy
troops being killed and 76 others captured, In addition, 90 individual
weapons and 1l crew-served weapons were captured,

First Coastal Zona

Irtermittent adverse weather in the First Coastal Zome forced patrol
uniits to leave station or seek lee areas at various times during April,
As a result of the occasional inclement weather; routine MARKET TIME
activity decreased slightly during the morth, The Zenefs patrol umdts
detected 21,855 junks and sampans during Aprii, a decrease of approxi-
mately 4,000 from March®s total, Over 8,000 of the detected craft were

inspected and 4,615 were boarded,

3 CONFIDENTTAL
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: OPERATIONS IN THE FIRST COASTAL ZONE
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PCF's 21/99 -~ 6 April
PCF 57 = 8 April
PT GAMMON — 19 April
WINONA — 19 April
PCF 80 ~ 2/ April
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On 6 April PCF®s 21 and 99 observed approximately 100 pecple ume
loading sampans along the beach 19-miles northenorthwest of Damang, The
nSwift" boats utilized their loud-speskexrs in am attempt to summon tha

w people to the PCFis for interrcgation with negative results, The "Swifgh
boats then notified 1lst MARDIV authorities cf the situation and were re-
quested to commence a direct naval gunfirs missiom irmediately, The mis-
sion resulted in the death of three Viei Cong,

On the 8th PCF 57 received hestile small arms fire from the noxthe
eastern tip of Cape Batangan, As the ®Swift% boat closed the beach to
investigate, several enemy troops were obserxved fleeing for cover, The
"Swift® boat took the personnel and the surrounding area under fire, kili-
ing six Viet Cong and destroying one sampan,

On 'che 19th a unit of the U, S, 12th Marimes reported many enemy
sampans laying fishing nets just below the 1Tth paraliel, The Coast
Guard cuttexr, USCGC POINT GAMMON, sped to the scene and took the fish
nets, tree-iine bunkers and nearby structures under fire, A4s a result
of the cutter’s firing, sever structures were damaged and an unknewn
number of fish nets were destroyed,

USCGC WINONA (WHEG 65) tock enemy fortificatioms 3-miles south of
Cape Batangan under S-inth naval gunfire, The mission, which was requi.ted

by Danang’s Naval Gunfire Iiaiscn Officer, wtilized an airborns spotter

and resulted in four structures destroyed, plus two structures and ons

bunker damaged,

5 CONFIDENTIAL
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OPERATIONS IN THE
SECOND COASTAL ZONE

IXI0N

Y
23 pase @

¥r—A
B--~C

CG 24 BASES

== PCF 90 — 9 April ' .
~= PCF 89 — 11 April :

= PCF 89 — 25 April RS
= PCF 102 —= 11 April '

Q) .
oCALEY

H
b 1 iy PAN

Dow>




...........

CONFIDENTIAL

On the 2Lth PCF 80 provided harassment and interdiction fire against
an enemy position 1li-miles northeast of Danang, Responding to corrections
transmitted by an airborne spotter, the #Swift® boat destroyed one struce
ture and damaged thxee bunkers,

First Coastal Zone PCF's supported three ground operations during April,
On 17 April PCF 81 provided blocking services for a 5th Regiment 2nd ARVN
Division sweep approximately 8-miles south of Cape Badangan. Om the 18th
PCF 20 provided blocking services for a sweep by the Lth Regiment 2nd ARVN
DPivision iu an area approximately C-miles south of Cape Batangan, Om the
2Lth of April PCF 57 provided blocking services for a U,S, Americal Divi-

sion sweep of the Batangan peninsula,

Seconid Coastal Zons

Routine MARKET TIME activity in the Second Coastal Zona continusd
at a high level during April, although choppy seas throughout ths zoms ¢
sevieral occasions caused & slight decreasse in the aggregave of indigenouns
coastal traffic, The Second Coastal Zonals patrol units detscted nearly
30,500 junks and sampans during April; s decrease of approximatsly 3,000
from March's total, Approximetely 45 percent of the dstscted craft wers
inspected and an sdditiona: 12 percemt were bsurded,

On 9 April PCF 90 condacted 8 harasément and interdiction fime mise
aion against & suspecied ensmy position 17=miles south of Qui Nhon, The
iission, which was conducted in support of the Vietnamsse Navy®s Coastal

Group 23, resulted in three Viet Cong being wounded,

7 CONFIDENTTAL
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During the aftermoom of the 1lth, PCF 82 took four sampans under
fire 26-miles south of Qui Nhop, Firing 8l-umm mortars and M-79 grenades,
the "Swift” boat sunk one sampan and destroyed the remaining three on the

beach, The occupants of the sampans successfully svaded,

Also on the 11lth, PCF 102 fired oz four targets 10-miles south of

Phan Thiet that had been designated as a suspected Viet Cong encampment
and supply route, The "Swifi® boat®s firing resulted in oms secondary

explosion, and two fires wers igzﬁtédo
On 25 April PCF 89 sighted several sampans and six peopie on the _,‘:‘:‘:' L

beach 25-miles south of Qui Nhon, As the "#Swift* boat closed the baagh

for a more thorough imvestigation, the people evaded inte the nsarby tzee

line that contained two bunkers and four houses, Sector authorities T

requested the area be taken under fire, The ®Swift® boat’s 8l-mm mortar
and 50 caliber fire destroyed two of the houses and several sampams,

The extent of enemy perzonnel casualties were unknown,

Third Coastal Zons

In addition to conducting numerous naval gunfirs support missions
and engaging in many hostile fire incidemts, during Aprii MARKET TIME
patrol units in the Third Coastal Zonez detected 5,532 indigencus jupks
and sampans, Apprsximately 65 percent of the detected ¢xraft were either
inspected or boarded,

On 2 April PCF 39 detected a 15-foot motorized sampan on a restricted

waterway after curfew S-miles north of Vumg Tau, Az the ®Swift® beat

O
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illuminated the sampan with 8l-mm illumination rounds, the craft attempted
to evade into a nearby canal, The sampan and its two occupants were taken
under direct .50 caliber machine gunfire, resulting in the destruction of
the craft and the probable killing of two Viet Cong,

Also on the 2nd, USCGC POINT CYPRESS cbserved soveral sampans on the
beach in the Long Toan Secret Zons and took the area under fire after re-
ceiving hostile small amms and automatic-weapons fire from the beach, The
cutter's firing resulted in extensive damage to two sampans and one large
seconda‘ry explos:‘lo,n.' Several small fires were also initiated by the cutter's

On L April PCF 98 cbserved two persons rumning into a hut near the
' beach 50-miles northeast of Ca Mau Point, Sector authorities granted per-
mission to teke the area under fire and the "Swift" boat destroyed five
structures and damaged another with her 8l-mm mortar,

On tha 26th USCGC POINT JEFFERSON ob;served suspicious people in the
long Toan Secret Zone, Sector authorities declared the persomnel hostile
and requested that the cutter take the area under fire, The destruction
of two structures and one bunker resulted from the cutter's firing, Enemy
personnel casuaities were unknown, '

On the 20th a Third Coastal Zone PCF provided blocking services for
a ground operation canducted by the Go Cong Naval Intelligence Liaison

Officer approximately 18-miles west of Vung Tau,
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Fourth Coastel Zons .
MARKET TIME units in the Fourth Ccastal Zone remained particularly “
active during the montk of April, In additiom to conducting a large mum-
b ber of naval gunfire support missions and emgaging the enemy in mumercus ¢
hostile fire incidsnis, the Zone®s patrol units detected 8,666 junks and
sampans during the month, Over 38 percent of the detected craft were R
inspected and an additional 20 pereent were boarded, e @
During the afternoom of 3 April, USCGC ANDROSCOGGIN (WHEC 68) cone
ducted a naval gunfire mission against an estimated enemy battalion 36-
miles northenortheast of Ca Mau Point near the coast ¢f the Gulf of Thai-

land, Responding to corrections transmitted by an airborme spotter, ths
cutter killed six Viet Cong, wounded four other, destroyed five structures
and damaged an additional 15,

On the 7th, in response to a request from U, S, Army authorities at
Song Ong Doc, ANDROSCOGGIN fired her S~inch guns on an area L8-miies north
of Ca Mau Point‘that contained a concentration of enemy troops and an
ammunition dump, The mission, which utilized an airborme spotier, resuited
in three Viet Cong killed and six wounded, L bunkers destroyed and 12 others
damaged,

USCGC MINNETONKA (WHEC 67) provided S~inch naval gunfire against an
enemy position 3li=miles north of Ca Man Point on the 11th, [HUtilizing an
’ airborne spotte, the cuttex destroyed one sampan and killed two Viet Cong,

~ji:: In another mission in the same general area on the 15th, MINNETONKA

e. 13 CONFIDENTIAL
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OPERATIONS IN THE FOURTH COASTAL ZONE

CG 43/44/45 BASE'

‘i CG 42/46 . . -RACH GIA
BASE

FCF 74 -- 24 April

MINNETOMKA -~ 1G April
MINNETONKA —- 11 April
ANDROSCOGGIN ~~ 7 April ‘
ANDROSCOGGIN ~ 3 April E ——
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This is APle21 (barracks ship) anchored off An Thol on Phu Quoc Island ==
the base of operation for persomnnel mamning patrel craft in the Fourth

Coastal Zone,

destroyed eight structures and two sampams,

Also on the 15th, a special PCF naval guwfire element consisting

of PCF's 6, 11, 38 and 74 conducted an intensive gunfire mission in an

area of extensive Viet Cong bunkers, firing pesitiorns and structures b3

niles northwest of Rach Gia on the ccast of the Gulf of Thailand, The

aresy, which had baen the scene of mumerous hostile fire incidents in

recsnt weeks, was saturated with 8l-mm mortars and 50 caliber machine

13
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gun fire, An airborne spotter reported all rounds on target, destroying
45 structures and killing ons Viet Cong (probable), During the mission,

the "Swift® boate received heavy nostile fire with PCF's 30 and 74 taking
a mumber ¢¢ hits,

On the 19th MINNETONKA took an enemy troop concertration approxi-
mately 29-miles north cf Ca Mau Point under 5-inch naval gunfire, An
airborne spotter regorted five structures damaged and three Viet Cong
killed by the cutter's firing,

On the 24th PCF 74 provided navsl gunfire support far a Vietnamese
Coastal Group _h2 assault against enemy troops on the west coasst of the
Phu Quoc Island, The "Swift® boat was credited with killing two Viet
Cong during the mission,

MARKET TIME UNITS

During the momth of April the Vietnamese Navy (VEN) had an average USRS

of eight POM's and $hree PCE's assigned daily to MARKET TIME forces, S

The VNN also utilized 2a 1LSSL and an MSC for MARKET TIME patrols for a

few days during the menth, In additiony, theé Eoyal Thal Navy had one PGM
assigned to MARKET TIME firces in the Fourth Cosstal Zone during the
msjor portion of the month,

) G sk sl L

Daring the momth aircraft from five patrol squadrons participated
: in MARKET TIME operations, A detachment of Patrol Squadron TWENTY-SIX

CONFIDENT IAL ik
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(VP=26) flew P3B ®Orions” from U Tapac, Thailand and a detachment of
VP=50 flew "Orions® from Cam Renh Bay, Meamwhile, detachments of VP=2,
VP-17 and VP=42 flew SP2H Neptunes from Cam Ranh Bay,

Throughout the month the following U, S. Seventh Fleet ships oper-

ated as MARKET TIME units during the indicated inclusive dates:

Dates NSt

DER 327 USS BRISTER 2530 .. e
DER 324 USS FALGOUT 1=9. o
DER 334 - USS FORSTER 11=30
DER 400 USS HISSEM 16
DER 331 USS KOINER 27-50 N
DER 387 USS VANCE 1=-13 NI
1ST 509 USS BULLOCK COUNTY 5=30 s
1ST 1077 USS PARK COUNTY 1=5 ce
MSC 289 USS AIBATROSS 25230
MSC 290 USS GANNET 13-25
MS0 4432 USS DYNAMIC 1=13, 22=30
MSO 433 USS ENGAGE 1=30
MSO L6 USS FORTIFY 13=30
M5S0 LL9 USS IMPERVIOUS 1-22
MSO L4156 USS INFLICT 1130
PG 88 USS CROCKETT 1=30
PG 84 USS ASHEVILLE 1-30
WHEC 68 USCGC ANDROSCOGGIN 1-8
WHEC 32 USCGC CAMPBZLL 9=30
WHEC 33 USCGC DUANE 1=27
WHEC 67 USCGC MINNETONKA 8=30 Ll
WHEC 65 USCGC WINONA 6=25 e

e —

MARKET TIME STATISTICAL SUMMARY
April 1968

1. U. S. ShipséCraft.

DER M50 MSC WPB PCF IST PG WHEC
Daily average number
of craft on patrol 2 i i i 3B 2 1 3

i5 CONFIDENTIAL
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- 2 U, S, Activity:

- TOTAL DETECTED WOOD ~ DAY 40,173 NIGHT 26,370

:

'64‘, Fat

STEEL « DAY 671  NIGHT 585

g K TOTAL INSPECTED WOOD -~ DAY 16,932 NIGRT 10,284 2811 .
Eg STEEL - DAY _ 1488 NIGEr _ b0 B
;"" TOTAL BOARDED WD - DT 7,073 NIOR 2T B
B STEEL - DAY S0 NIGHT __ 18 R

3. Kaval Gunfire Support Missions:
Total Missions: 22

L, Hostile Fire Incidents:
Total Incidents: 27

OPERATION STABLE DOOR

During April Operation STABLE DOOE units detected 57,969 junks and
sampans; 5,369 of these were inspected and an additionsl 5,7i9 were boarded, el s _‘,-_j

The boardings resulted in the detention of 10 junks and 295 persons, o _-t-_:i:-_-_._:
During the month all STABIE DOOR units contimued to maintsin normal
patrols and surface surveillamnce postures,
Inshore Undersea Warfare Unit ONE (IUWU 1) contimued operations in
Vung Taun during April and detained a total of 59 persons and seven craft
for improper identification, curfew viclations and suspicious actions,
On 9 April the SS CLARKSBURG VICTORY anchored in Vung Tay Bay

17 ONFTDENTTIAL
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reported a swimmer in the water close aboard the ship, STABLE DOOR craft

responded to the situaticn and apprehended one man who was turned over to

the Vietnamese National Police, The Royal Australian diving team at Vung
Tau immediatley conducted an inspection of the hulls and anchor chains of Canl
all ships in the vicinity with negative results, After questioning, the .
suspect was determined to be friendly and was released, i --

On 22 April the Harbor Entrance Control Point at Vung Tau received RO

one round of mortar fire close aboard, The round was received during an

attack on the Vung Tau airfield, No STABLE DOOR personnel or material
casualties resulted from the mortar round,
';z; On 23 April IUWU 1 units participated in Operation CORRAL in the
Vong Tau harbor, During the operation, a total of 38 Vietnamese junks
were boarded and searched with one junk being detained and turned over
to the national police because of improper identification papers,

On 18 April Amy security gnards on the new bridge batween Cam Ranh

A Bay peninsula and Cam Ranh Bay City reported six swimmers with face masks K 1‘;;?
, , in the water, . STABLE DOOR units apprehended the suspects and turned them _
5 over to the 630th Kilitary Police Company, After interrogation, the e

detainees were classified as civil defendants and turned over to the
national police for diving im restricted water, The detainees were deter-
mined to be commercial shell collectors,

IUWU 3 continued operations at Qui Nhon during April and detained

three persons during the month for having improper identification cards

19 CONFIDENTIAL
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in their possesszion,
ot During the early morning hours of 7 April security guards oa the

SS CAPE EDMONT, anchored in Qui Nhon harbor, observed three swimmers in et L )
the water alongside the ship, The swimmers were taken under fire, STABLE
DOOR personnel conducted an immediate underwater inspection of the ship

and found a satchel charge attached to the anchor chain, The satchel
charge consisted of the following: 100 pounds of plastic explosive in a
suitcase, a timer clock, 13 flashlight dry cell batteries, fowr firing
squibs, one flotation bladder and 72 feet of parachute shroud line,
Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) personnel had the charge discomected
and in tow within 25 minutes of their arrival, It was unknown whether

the mechanism malfunctioned or if the prompt action by EOD personnel saved
the ship which was loaded with napalm and bombs, Two days later an ICPL
assigned to IUWU 3 recovered a body floating in the water approximately
100 yards off the bow of the SS CAPE EDMONT, The body, with a snorkel
attached, conta ned numerous bullet holes and it was determined that it
- was the body of one of the swimmners who placad the charge on the CAFE
EDMONT!'s anchor chain,

TOWU L, operating in the Kha Trang area, detained a total of 224
persons and ons sampan during April, During the same period, IUWU 5
continued operations at Vung Ro Bay, ‘
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¢ RIVER PATROL FORCE (TASK FORCE 116)

The proliferation of enemy automatic weapons and rockets was evidenced

in the Viet Cong attacks initiated from ambush against Navy units and com-

mercial shipping, GAME WARDEN units instituted agressive measures against
the enemy to offset any attempt by the Viet Cong to increase his tempo of T
operations thereby enhancing his position in any possible future pesce et

: negotiations.,

A freighter sails the Long Taun Shipping Channel under the watchful eyes
of U, S, Navy Minesweeping Boat (MSB) crewmembers, TF=116 MSB's conduct
daily sweeps of the channel to keep it free of Viet Cong mines,

On the long Tau shipping chamnel,; minesweepers made repeated recovs

eries of electrical wire during sweep operations indicating a possible

21 CONFIDENTIAL
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step up in enemy mining efforts,

On 28 April, about 4 miles southeast of

FNha Be, on the long Tau, four free-floating contact mines were recovered,

The mines were identical in depign as those found in February and brings

16 10 the number detected, On 26 April, while on a Long Tdu minesweeping

patrol, a ICM¥ was ambushed by the Viet Cong,

One U, S, Navyman was

wounded, one VNN ICMM~-trainee was killed and three other trainees were

wounded in the attack that occurred about 8 miles southeast of the Navy

Vese at Nha Be,

Dpring- thg month, cormercisl shipping came under enemy attack on

three occasions, The 41askan Barge and Tug Company tug MICHAEL was hit

on the My Yho River and the ships SS PLATN BLUFF VICTORY and SS TULANE

VICTORY received enexy fire on the Ion:g Tau,

GAME ‘'WARDEN units saw action in IT CTZ for the first time when

SS HUNTERDON GOUNTY (IST838) and 10 PBR's of River Section 532 journeyed

to Qui Nlon on 16 Api'il to partieipat'e in a Republic of Korea Army (ROKA)

operation,

The excellent performance of the units earned accolades from

/

the ROKA Chief of Staff and COMNAVFORV,

On 17-18, CTF 116 activated TG 116,9, comprised of six PBR's each

from TG 116,3 and TU 116,3,9 and TU 116,4,8, to conduct a two-pronged

incursion of the Cho Gao Cansl,

The canal extends from Cho Gao, located

5 miles east of My Tho, in a northeasterly direction meeting the Co Cong

River,

area of Viet Cong influence,

CONFIDENTIAL

The purpose of the mission was to extend US/GVN presence into an

The My Tho based PBR!'s remained overnight
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at Nha Be while the Nha Be units stayed at My Tho, with the respective
units returning to their home bases on 18 April, During the transit,

psychological operations were conducted, water traffic was checked and
people along the waterway were interrogated, There were no hostile

é incidents encountered during the two days, )

. GAME WARDEN PBR's, helicopters and support IST's contimued support ‘ : . -
and assisted Vietnamesc units in their pursuit and encoumters with the LN
eneny. T
A During the month Task Force 116 units were engaged in 160 fire- """‘”“’."”""'
2 fights, killed 76 of the enemy, wounded 18 and captuvred 3, One PBR DR

RI) N
] o

sailor was killed in action and one PBR was lost to enemy fire,

The PBR'!s detected 96,670 craft, the highest figure to date, plying

& the river; inspected 23,341, the Second highest totals and boarded 50,07k R

-: for andther all time high, There were 82l persons detained for varied ‘ '-_-__f.:'_lfii:_:j
Z reasons, e :;: e
:‘_f OPERATIONS IN I AND II CORPS TACTICAL ZONES

: In I Cerps Tactical Zome (I CTZ) PBR's of River Section 521 comtimed .o >.~%
2 - to operate in support of CTF CLEARWATER in providing river security for loge

istical craft, operating on the Perfume River; supporting Hue. (See Commander

Tack Force CLEARWATER),.

GAME WARDEN units supported the ROKA operation, MAENG HO II (Fierce
Tiger), on the Qui Nhon Peninsula in IT cc;rps Tactical Zone (IT CTZ), marking
the first entry of TF 116 units into this theater of operations, River

N 23 CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
A U, S, Navy river patrol boat (PBR) patrols the inland bay at Qui Nhon

as U, S, Alr Force aircraft blast enemy positions on the beach in support
of ROK troops,
section 532 and USS HUNTERDON COUNTRY (IST838) provided blocking forces
for the Korean Axmy ground sweep, conducted 20-26 April, that resulted in
over 200 enemy killed and 76 captured, There were ne TF 116 perconnel
casualties sustained by the units that actively erngaged the enemy, The
PBR!s on one occasion cgptured and detained 11 Viet Cong that had attempted
to escape by sampan,

During the operation HUNTERDON COUNTY coordinated PBR communications
with elements of Koreamn, U,S, Army, TF 115, and U,S, Air Force units, Dure

ing the operation it became evident that HUNTERDON COUNTY'S extensive come
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runication package gave the ship a unique capability emong the diverse
units actively involved, The capability to guard four FM frequencies
simul taneously was of a great advantage and a major factor in the shipis
participation in the operation,

General KIM, Chief of Staff, ROKA, advised that complete success of
the operations occurred only as a direct result of the presence of PBR
and harbor defense units in blocking the waterways,

In recognition of the splendid performance of River Sectiem 532
and HUNTERDON COUNTY, COMNAVFORV dispatched the following messages

%I HAVE READ WITH PLEASURE THE MANY GLOWING REPORTS
OF THE OUTSTANDING SUPPORT YOU PROVIDED THE ROK UNITS
INVOLVED IN OPERATION MAENG HO II, IT IS APPARENT
THAT A LARGE MEASURE OF SUCCESS OF THIS OPERATION CAN
BE ACCREDITED TO U,S, NAVY UNITS, I REALIZE THAT AT
TIMES THE GOING WAS ROUGH BUT YOU HAVE EARNED THE
ADMTRATION OF ALL CONCERNED,
WELL DONE, RAIM VETH,.#

3

RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE RIVER PATROL GROUP

On the morning of 4 April, SS PLAIN BLUFF VICOTRY came under enemy
heavy weapons fire while transiting the Long Tau shipping channel about
8 miles southeast of Nha Be, PBR’s quickly responded t¢ the attack, A
Vietngmese woodcutter informed the PBR patrol officex that he saw 12
Viet Cong running west, Army and Navy helicopters soen converged on the
area as the PBR!'s commenced rounding up sampans seen isaving the area,

A fixed-wing air strike destroyed three bunkers and twe firing positions,

The air strike was followed by 10S5-mm artillery fire, At 1005 PBR's
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Members of SEAL Team Detachment ®G¥, statione? in Nha Be; iisten
intently as their officer-in-chargs, Iieuteuan’ J, W, SCHROPP, USN,
briefs them on their upcoming mission in RSSZ,

landed 60 RF soldiers to conduct a ground sweep, The Vistnamess troopers s
- found and destroyed ten additional tunkers, Enemy casualties were undetere Ll
mined, Ship damage was negligible,

A0
~e e

At 2142 on 7 April a PBR patrol from TE 116.,4,1.1.; on a special

asy T e,
A

psychological operation (intelligence gathexring mission), detected an

-
2787

evading sampan moving west to east on the Dong Tranh River aboui 9 miles
scai.east of Nha Be, The sampan was observed by one PBE that had anchored

in ambush 20 mimtes after the cover PBR had passed through the area =8 a

&7 CONFIDENTIAT,
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diversion. "hen the sampsii, with six Viet Cong sboard, wss taken under

fire, the enemy retwrned tkhe fire, In the ensuing firefight, the PBR

§ 2xe /o 4

sallors killed four, one of whom was a femaje mirse, csptured one and
] probably killed the sixth Viet Cong, The sampan that was desiroyed
contained ons U.S, M=-1 carbine with ammurition belt; one CHLCOM carbinc

with ammnition belt; six pounds of documente; five pounds of medical -~ "”’"”"

’ o
supplies including a complete swgical kit and 20 pounds of clothing, PRSI
There were no friendly casuzlties, ) ‘ ‘

On the evening of 8 April, PBR!s frcm River Section Si1, while on ISR

& special night patrol, received rocke$ and heavy wutomatice weapons RO

.........

fire from a large enemy bunker located about 11 miles southeast of Nha s T

Be, The first rocket fired scored a direct hit on the forward ,50 cale
iber gun mount, passed thro.ixgh the gun shield and continued thrcugh the
body of the gunner, The after ,50 caliber gunner imasdiately opened
fire in unison with the lead PBR into the anmy positions and cleared the

kill zone, Heli:opter gunships were scrambled to vhe area 10 cover the

PBR's exit, An Army helicopter was quickly bromght imto a secured land= ST
ing-zone to the east of the ambush site to medicslly evacuate Dnginemsa e
Third Claze Steve D, LEDFORD, USN, the criticslly wounded forward gunner, - -

tc Vung Taus LEDFORD was dead on arrivsl, Oter than a secondary explosion

noted in the enemy tunker, enemy casuajties were unknown, Thres additional

PBR sailors received sliglt wounds and the PBR sustained moderate demsgs

in the =2ction,
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On 25 April at 1000, SS TULANE VICTORY was attacked about 6 miles
southecast of Nha Be on the Long Tau River, while enfouts to Saigon, The
ship received at least two RPG=7 rocket hits, plus heawy atviomatic-wsapons
fire, along the starboard side, The TULANE VICTORY sustained pentration
damage in five positions and the starboard life boat was heavily damaged,
There were, however, no personnel casualties, Navy "Seawolves® wixe aver
the ambush site within 10 minutes of the attack veturnirng the ensmy fire,
PBR's and a U, S, Army helicopter “ire team soon joined the Navy Helicope
ters, that had drawn enemy fire and received seve-~al hits, The combined
fire power soon suppressed the enemy action, A fixed-wing gir atxrike was
made on the Viet Cong firing positions and withdrawal route, destruying
al least two bunkers, Regional Force troops and Vietnamese Cowmmandes wexe
landed and conducted a ground m}éep; however, comtact sith the elveive
eneny was not achieved,

He
DELTA RIVER PATROL GROUP

Operations in the Mekong {My Tho) River

On the morning of 7 April SEAL’s operating fyrom the PBR base at My
Tho engaged an enemy force L miles northeast of Vinh Leomg, A% OS00 Dalta
platoon was landed by PBR on the south bank of the river, The platcon
patrolled 300 yards to the south and established an ambush area, At G530
the 7th platcon landed by STAB about a mile up river where they moved iz

land aboul 300 yards and set an ambush, Two hours later ihe 7th platoom

29 CONFIDENTIAL
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opened fire on the forward element of an estimated Viet Cong platoon, A
heavy counter fire was received, Meanwhile; Delta platoon engaged 2=3
enipers and began moving west to assist the 7th platoon by providing a
flank security for their withdrawal, The 7th platoon withdrew to the river
and was picked up by PBR!s at 0830 under the cover of Navy helicepters
that were striking the er‘xenw positions, Twenty minutes later Delta platoon
cleared the area in a STAB, Five Viet Cong were killed during the heavy
exchange of firs, It was highly probable that an additional three enemy
soldiers were killed, The SEAL's suffered no casvalties,

On 7 April the commercial tug MICHAEL, of the Alaskan Barge and
Tug Company, under U, S, military contract, was hit by RPG-7 rockets and
automstic-weapons fire on the My Ths River, about 8 miles north of Vinh
Long, The master and mate were killed in the attack, PBR®s responding
to the attack, arrived on the scene 15 mimutes later and escorted the
tug clear of the ambush area, No contact was made with the enemy by the
PBR's,

On 10 April five PBR's from 116,2,3 and two PBR®s frzom TU 115,3.5
actively engaged the enemy‘while providing support tova Vietnamese Armed
Propaganda Tesm operation conducted about 3% miles north of Vinh Iong,
The action began at 1513 when.the PBR®!s landed troops and an Australian
advisor; from Vinh Long, who were to E;'weep nerth and recapture an oute
post that was held by the Viet Cong, PBR 87 léxxded eight troops and the

advisor and had withdrawn as PBR 83 started in to make 2 landing,
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Suddenly the lanuding area came under automatic weapons and small arms fire,
Still with about 100 meters to the landing ares, PBR 83 charged in and
landed the troops to assist the friendly forces that were pinned down by
the enemy fire., The enemy fire increased and the PBh's began receiving
fire, All seven boats with all guns blazing raked the flanks of the
friendly position to provide a cover for the trocp withdrawel, All troops
scrambled back aboard the PBR except the advisor, A mimute later the
Australian appeared with two Viet Cong firing at him and the PBR, The PBR
sailors returned fire and killed one Viet Cong as the advisor lci:!.led the
other, With all troops now on board PBR 83 rapidly cleared the area, The
PBR's made saturating firing runs on the area; followed by "Seawolf™ rocket
and.machine gan attacks, The Navy armed helicopters and patrol boats cone
timed to draw fire, After the "Seawoives®” had completed their air §ttacks 9
the PBR's made three more firing runs op the enemy position, however, they
drew fire only on the first pass, At 1602 the action was terminated with
four known Viet Cong killed and at least three s*ructures destroyed, There
were no U,S, casualties,

With the suppression of the eneamy fire, all units departed the sarea
at 1615, ezcept for two PBR's;, from TU 116,3,5, that remained behind to
watch for any further enemy activity. The patrol did not have to waly very
long, for at 1624, numerous males were seen moving in ths trees lins, The
boats once again came under enemy fire, As the PBR's responded in kind,

they were joined by two more bcats from TU 116,3,5 and a helicopter light
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fire team in the attack on the Viet Cong positions, The Viet Cong broke

contact, Action resumed again at 1650 when a beached sampan was taken

under fire by two PBR's. The sampan blew apart in a violent explosion
that tossed portions of the craft about 200 feet in the air, At 1700

the Viet Cong opened fire once againg but this time their target was a
passing steel hull merchant ship, The enemy was engaged once again and
at 1830 the Viet Cong broke contact, The late afternoon actionm resulted

in the destruction of two sampans, and an additionsl eight structures,
The number of casualties inflicted on the enemy was undetermined, There

were no iriendly casualties,

On the morning of 16 April PBR’s while pursuing an evading sampan,
about 7 miles northeast of Vinh Iong; suddenly received three rocket
rounds and automatic weapons fire, The boats were not hit in the attack,
Three ®"Seawolves" were soon overhead and placed three cocrdinated air

attacks on the enemy positions on the north bank of the river, When the

helicopters madse their first firing rum they encountered heavy autcmatic

weapons fire, The Navy flyers met only sporadic fire on their second

pass and all fire was suppressed on the final strike, The helicopter/PBR
team killed six Viet Cong, detained ome suspect, destroyed six sampans and

nine structures, and damaged six other sampans, No casualties were sustained

vy the Nawymen,
On the evening of 29 April, at the request of the Truc Giong Sub-

sector advisor,; a codrdinated strike on a suspected Viet Cong meeting
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place, 3 miles southeast of My Tho, was launched by PBR's and ®Seawolves,®
What was believed to have been a harassment and interdiction firing re-
sulted in the xilling of seven enemy soldiers and the probstle wounding
of four others,

Operations in the Ham Luong River

On the afternoon of 2 April s twe-boat patrol from River Section
532 was taken under fire by Viet Cong troops about L’ miles south of Bsm
Tre at the northern end of Oc Island, The enemy firing from the west bamnk
of the river forced the PBR's toward the west bank of the island where
enemy firing pesitions openéd up with zutcmatic weapons, The PBR’s engaged
the enemy now firimg on both flanks until "Seawclves® arrived and with
multiple machine gun and 2,75 rocket attacks scon supressed the Viet Cong
fire, Meanwhile, suspecting that the ambush was a diversion for a river
crossing attempt, an additiomal PBR patrol took station om the lower
eastern side of the island, The patrol encounterad fire from the west
bank of the river near the Tren Stream, Fire was returned by the PBER's
and Navy helicopters suppressing the enemy firs, At the northerm ambush
site PBR 12l attempted to retrieve some sampams, noted at the Oc Islamd

firing position and encountered rifle grenade and antomatic weapomns firs,

The boats returned fire and the "Seawolves® swept back in with guns blesing,

setting off three secondary explosions, while the PBR caused another secone
dary explosion, USS HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST838), home base for ths PBR's

and helicopter fire teamz, moved up river and took up a position at ibe
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northern end of the island ard provided supporting fire with her LO-mm

cannons,

Meanwhile, at the southeastern end of the island, one sampan managed 7
to slip through the friendly fire barrsge and disappeared up the Thu Cuu :l'{}‘_\

Stream on the east bank of the river, No uther sampans attempted a cross-

ing, It was reported by an island refugee that one platoon of Viet Cong : ,,' -
was on the island, There was no attempt made to blocksde the island due i
to the unavailability of quick reaction forces and the unacceptable risks
of maintaining boats on the eastern side of the island for anmy period of

tine,

N < B
1ok 2T LD

Three sampans were destroyed during the firefights by the PBR's and

.
[0

ERERLH

helicopters and three structures and two sampans were destroyed by 'ﬁhe

I1ST's guns, Three PBR sailors slightly wounded and PBR 12 suffered mod-
erate damage in the enemy encounter,
On 24 April four Mark II PBR's from River Section 534 while trans-
iting the Ben Tre/Chet Soy Canal came under heavy weapons fire, about 3
miles east of Ben Tre, PBR 712, the last boat in the column, received .
the brunt of the attack when at least two B=40 rockets slammed into the
boat, disabling it and wounding several crewmen; the craft ran up on the

wast bank of the canal, The remaining boats reversed course to provide

fire for the stricken PBR, PBR 716 proceeded alongside PBR 712 and removed
the wounded crewmen, PBR 719 wes then hit by a rocket that put the star-

board engine out of operation, Volunteers rsturned to PBR 712 and while
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under enemy fire removed as much equipment and classified material as
possible, As the firefight continued, with Navy helicopters providing
overhead cover until thelr ammunition was exhausted, salvage of the boat
was attempted, Two PBR's pulled the 712 beat clear of the bank; however,
the stricken craft rapiély fiocoded; despite efforts to stem the incoming
water, and surk, stern first ir about 35 feet of water at high tide, In
view of the tactical situation and a low ammunition supply ramaining onm
board the PRB's, the boais cleared the area, The enemy, later identified
as elements of the Viet Cong 516th Battalion, contimued their fire with
a determined intent to stop the boats, The boats returned down river
since the worst stretch of the canal still lay ahead at the Va Nai junce
tion, Equally important was the necessity to render medical attention to
the wounded,

A fixed-wing air strike was calied in later to destroy the sunkem
boat to prevent the enemy from saivagingit,

A total cf eight PBR sailors were wounded in the action, one seriously,

PBR 712 was destroyed, PBR 719 sustainei major battle damage and PBR T16
and 717 received minor bullet and shrapnal damage, Enemy casualiies were
undetermined,

It was strongly felt that PBR 712 couid have been towed to safety,
even though partially sunk, if flotation gear similar to that installed

in Mark I boats was present,
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OPERATIONS IN THE CO CHIEN RIVER
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13 April
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A —- PBR's 49/136
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Operations in the Co Chien River

On the morning of 1 April the USS GARRETT COUNTY (LST786) based

helicopter light fire team sighted several ‘sampans in a specified strike
zgone at the mouth of the river on the south bank, The "Ssawolves® took

the targets under fire damaging four of the enemy craft, A short time

later another sampan was sighted on the north bank, This craft was . ""“‘ -
attacked and damaged by the Navy flyers, The patrol, them acting on 'A_:_“_ L N
intelligence from the Thanh Phu sector adviser that a company of Viet

Cong were located along a known commnications-liaisom route about a mile ,; o

east of Thanh Phu, headed northwest, The *Seawolves® arrived on target S T

and commenced multiple machine-gun and rocket attacks on the enemy small
arms fire, Three Viet Cong soldiers were killed and five were wounded ‘
in the attacks,
On 13 April PBR's 49 and 136, while on a routine patrol on the lowar
Co Chier River, came t;nder an enemy B-hO rocket attack about 3 miies north
of Phu Vinh, One rocket, fired from the west bank, hit PBR 49 cn ths porte
side smidships wounding three crewmen: =~ ons seriously, PBR 136 returned
the enemy fire as PBR 49 withdrew from the attack site and headed for
GARRETT COUNTY to evacuate the wounded, Navy ®Seawolves® on patrol wers
diverted to the scene of the action and took under fire two Viet Comg
seen running from the rocket firing position, One Viet Cong was gunnsd
down, The gunships soon suppressed the enemy firs that the helicopierz

encountered, PBR 136 was joined by PBR's 143 and 145 and the three boats
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proceeded into a canal in.search of targets, Ths PBR sailoyrs were soon
engaged with the enemy when the boais began 1eceiving small arms and
avtomatic weapors firs, Two firing runs were made against the enemy
peeition and the enemy guns were silenced, The boats, however, wers
under attack once again as they exited the canal, Fixe was returned
and scon suppressed by the PBR’s and a Navy helicopter gunship, GARRETT
COUNTY also Joined in the figia“i. by saturating the area with hex LO-zm
cannons, Destruction inflicted on the enemy totaied one Vied Cong kilisd,
six structures destroyed, five structures damaged and three 2£fensive
bunkers damsged,

Operations in the Bassac Rivep

On 6 April a light helicopier firs teem from Pinh Thuyobhesed Helie
copter Attack (Light} Synsdrom THREE, Detachmert Saven (TU 3136,1,9), fisw
& mission in support o3 Popular forge troops operatiag im Ke Sach sub-
sector, Bz Xuyen sector, The air strike conducted by the ®Saawolves®
against enemy positions resulted in 30 Viet Comg killed im smeiion,

During the period 8-1k April four PBR’s from River Sectics 51t
(TU 116,1,1) conducted special patrols on the upper Bassac River in the
vicinity of Chau Doc to extend US/GVN naval presence, collsct intciligeacs,
conduct psychological operations, and euforce curfews,

On 10 April the Navy ®Seawolves® once again supported Popular Force
troops jn comtact with the enemy about It miles northeast of Can Tho, The

armea helicopters placed repeated strikes in the areas of Viet Comg
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concentrationz, Nine Vie? Corg were killed und probabily at least 1l more

were killed by the Navy gunners, There were also three structures des~

troyed and elght damaged by the air Qet,ion.°

On 11 April, SEAL Team Detachment ALFA, Eighth Platoong; led by Lieu-
tenant Herry J, REINEBOLT, USN; officer in charge of the detachmenmt; cone o
cluded a two-week intsllirence gathering operation in the western Mekong ~-~~;»——
Delta, Beosed in the vicinity of Tach Gis, on the Gulf of Thailand, the L
SEAL's investigated reports of extensive Viet Cong movement and resupply

along the coastline and south from the Cambodian bordsr in Kien Ciang

Province, Their cbservations indiceted that there was very little activity

..........

along the coast; however, thsre was consideralle 7Viet Cong movedand along

an inland supply route, During the course of tha operation, the SEAL‘s
killed 10 Viet Cong, captured & and seized 3 enemy weapens,
On 12 Anril; Commander Rivez Diviwion 51 conducted 2 gcombined GAME

WARDEN/Popular Force operation on the Vong and Cv cansit, about 15 miles

poutheaat of Can Tho, Eight PER‘s from Task Unit 116,2.2 and 116.1.3.,

........
............

two light helicopter firve teame from Task Units 316.1.,8 and 116.1,9 and e e

.........

USS HARNETT COUNTY (IST821) participated in the 7 hour operation, After
the %roops were landzd by the patrol boats in the area of a known Viet

Copg conceatration, the PER's provided a blocking lorce {or the troops

=, that made immediate contact with the enemy, The Navy helicopters gunships
contimed their pre-landing air sirikes agairst the enemy positions and

F: remained overhead throughout the oneration, HARNETT COUNTY served a= a

"~
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rearming and refueling station for the helicopter fire teams, In the
ensuing ground fighting 11 Viet Cong were killed ard 10 were captursd,

The most significant accomplishment of the operation was tho liberation o -.

of 3l Vietnamese prisoners found chainsed in busnkers when the Popuiar Force

troops over-ran & Viet Cong prison camp, Eight of “he prisomners reieassd

were Popular Force troops that had been held capture for tye years by the

eneny, Two rifles; two sampans end doruments were capigred, three sampans
and two structures were destroyed and six stwuctures woe damaged by the
friendly forces, The only casualties sustained were two Popular Force W—;M

troops whe were wouaded slightly by punji pit booby traps. -.‘-;.:'jl_—-'}'-j‘;-

GAME WARDEN UNITS
On 3 April Captair Arthur W, PRICE, Jr,, TSN, relieved Captain Pamd
N, GRAY, USN; as Commander River Patrol Force {CTF 116) durirg ceramonies
held at Binh Thuy, Republic of Vietnam (RVN),
On 3 April River Section 535 relocuted from Birh Thuy to APLe5S,

vacated task unit designator 116,1,3 and assuxed task unit designator
116,3.5, River Section 51k relocated from Nha Be to Birh Thuy and assumed
task unit designator 136,1.3,

On 11 April USS BARNETT COUNTY (LST821) changed to the operationsi
contxol of CTF 116 and arrived on staticn in ths Bassac River, FEARNETT
COUNTY embarked River Section 513 (TU 116,1.,4) and Helicopiex Atsack

CONFIDENTZRL
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(1ight) Squadron THREE (HAL-3), Detachment One (TU 116,1.8), and relieved
USS JESNNINGS COUNTY. (LST846) es TU 116,1.6 and commenced GAMC WARDEN orera~
tions, JENNINGS CCUNIY pro:eaded te Svhic Bay, Philippines, for upkeep,
changing to the operationzl conirel of CIF T8,

On 11 April Liver Section 513 vacated task unit designator 116,1.4
ard assumed Gask uvnit designator 116,1,3, River Section 51k wacated task
wnit designitor 116,1,3 and assumed task unit designator 116,1.kL,

On 3ly April USS HUNTERDON COUNTY (IST838) with River Sectiom 532
embarked departed station on the Haum ILuong River enroute to Qui Nhon (II
CTZ) for special operstions in support of elements of the Rspublic of
Korea Army (ROKA), PAL-3, Detachment 'Five (TU 116.,3.8) shifted to Dong
Tam for ths duration of the operatiocn,

0r, 16 April rPI~55 shifted location to the Hsm Iuong River near
the mouth of the Ben Tre River in order to allow the embavked river sec-
tions to mcre adoquately cover the area left vacant when HUNTERLCON COUN‘!'\!
departed station,

On 16 April HUNTERDOE COUNTY arrived Qui Nhsn, charged to the opera-
tional conirel of CTG 115.2 and begen providing & blocking force for the
ROKA ground oparations,

On 22 April, Coumander Chaxrles N, STPANEY, USN, selieved Commander
Oonald WARTHEN, USH, 28 Cumnander Rung Sat Spscial Zome River Patrol Group
{CTG 136.4) at Nha Be,

©p 25 April SEAL Team Detachment GOLF, MIKE Platoon, relocated from

CONFIDENTIAL ki
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the Rung Sat Special Zone to the API~55 in the Kam Tuong River, The pla-

toon vacyted task element designator 116,4,0,2 and assumed task elemsnt

designator 116,3,0,2,
On 29 April USS JENNINGS CODNTY (IST846) changed to the cperational
centrol of CTF 116 and arrived on statiom in the Co Chien River, After

exbaxking River Section 523 {IU 1326,2.i} and Hal-~, Dstachment Four (TU e

L J
116.2,8), JEANINGS COUNTY reiieved GARRITT COUNTY (Lsrt?%) a8 TU 116.2,6
and commenced GAME WARDEN operations, e
On 29 April SEAL Team Detachment ALFA, Seventh flaicon, vacated "‘“;"""i
TU 116,3,0 and was relieved by SEAL Team Detachmeni ALFA, Tenth Flatoom, '_f )
which assumed TE 126,3,G.1. a :'_:‘:_;' -
On 29 %pril River Sectiom 325 ussumed Sask element designaver """;“""""'1

lléoholoho

On 20 April USS GARRETT COUFTY (IST786) procseded to Sabie Bry,

Philippines, for upkeer, chaiging to the cpevctionsl control of CTF 76 i

envouts,

Task Force Organization em. of Aprii

........

Task Designator Uni% Tweation o
CTF 116 COMRTVPATRON BINH THUY s
cIe 76,1 COMRIVDIV 1 BINH 1KUY RSN
CTU 116,1,0 SEAL TEAM DET ALFA, FIGH? PIT BINH THUY R
CTU 116,1.1 0IC RIVPATSEC 511 BINH THUY ST
CTU 116,1,2 OIC RIVPATSEC 512 BINH TiUf °
CTU 116.1,3 OIC RIVPATSZC 513 HARNETT COUNIT o
CTU 116,14 OIC RIVPATSEC 51k BINH THJY

OIU 116,1,6 CO HARNETT COUNIY (IST8ZL}  BASSAC RIVEM LIl
CT7 116,18 OIC HALe3, DET OKE HARFETT COUNTY el iliin

L
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7ask Porce Organization end of April (CONT!'!D)
Task Designator Unit Location
CTU 116,1.9 QIC HAL=3, DET 7 BINH THUY .
CTG 116,2 COMRIVDIV 52 VINH LONG S
CTU 116,2,0 OIC SEAL TEAM DET ALFA, SRS,
NINTH PLYN VINE LONG EPPRANED
CTU 116,2,1 OIC RIVPATSEC 52k SA DEC SRR,
CTU 116,2,3 OIC RIVPATSEC 522 VINH LONG R
CTU 216,2.4 OIC RIVPATSEC 523 GARRETT COUNTY e
CTU 116,2.5 CO JENNINGS COUNTY {1ST346)  CO CHIEN RIVER SR
$7Y 116,28 0IC HAT~3; DET L JENNINGS COUNTY SR
CTU 116,2.9 0IC HAL-3, DET 3 VINH LONG
CIG 116.3 COMRIVDIV 53 MY THO RERR R
CTW 116,3.C OIC SEAL TEAM DET ALFA, T
TENTH PLTN MY THO T e
CTE 116,3.0,1 OIC SEAL TEAM DET ALFA, L
TENTH PLTN MY THO R
CTE 116,3.0.2 OIC SEAL TEAM DET GOLF, S
MIKE PLTN APL=55 S
CTU 116.3,1 CIC RIVPATSEC 533 MY THO R
CT0 116,3,2 0IC RIVPATSEC 531 MY THO e
CTU 116,3.3 OIC RIVPATSEC 53l APL-55 e
CTU 116,3,k 0IC RIVPATSEC 532 HUNTERDON COUNTY e
CTU 1136.3.5 0IC RIVEATSEC 535 APL-55 e
CIT 116,3,6 CO HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST838) SPECIAL OPS II CTZ
€90 116.3,8 0IC HAL=-3; LET S DONG TAM DRSNS
CTU 116,3,9 OIC HAL-3, DET 6 DONG TAM e
CTG 116,k COMRSSZRIVPATGRU NHA BE T
CTU 116,4,0 0IC SEAL TEAM DET GOLF NHA BE RO
CTE 116,k.0,1 OIC MOBIIE SUPPORT TEAM THREE NHA BE A e
CTE 115,4,0.3 OIC SEAL TEAM DET GOLF, T s
DELTA FLTN NHA BE ST
CTE 116.4.0.L OIC SEAL TEAM DET GOLF, e
BRAVO PLTN NHA BE e
CTU 116,42 COMRIVDIV Sk NHA BE R
:‘ STE 116,4,1 1 0IC n(VPATSEC Ski NHA BE
5 CTE 116,4.3,2 OIC RIVPATSEC 542 NHA BE
: CTE 116kl .2t 0IC RIVPATSEC 525 Niik BE
3 CTU 116,4.2 0IC MINRON 11 DET ALFA NEA BE
. CTU 126,4,8 0IC HAL=3, DET 2 NHA BE
o CIG 116,5 COMRIVRON FIVE BINE THUY
cic 116,6 0IC SEAL TEAM DET ALFA BINH THUY
CTG 116,6.0 SEAL TEAM DET ALFA, EIGHTH
PLTN BIKH THUY

CONFITENTIAL L6




Task Force Organization end of April (CONT'D)

1,

2

Task Designator Unit

CTU 116,81
CTG 116,8

OIC MOBSUPPORT TEAM TWO
CO BAl-3

CONFIDE TIAL

Location

BINH THUY
VUNG TAU

COMRIVDIV 55 and OIC RIVSEC 521 located Danang, Task.designatowr

PBR Statistics:

unassigned these units,

GAME WARDEN STATISTICAL SUMMARY
. kpril 1968

a, Total Patrols (Two Boats): Day 886
b, Total Contactss Day 882555
c. Total Inspecteds Day 21,170
d, Total Boardeds Day _L7,504
e, People Detaineds 82ly
£, Sampans/Junks Detaineds o}
go Total Pstrol Hourss Ish,483,5
Helicopter Fire Team Statisticss
a, Total Flight Hourss 1,065,7
b, Helicopter Missionss

(1) Preplanned strikes: 267

(2) Reactions 159

(3) Targets of opportunitys 375

(k) Supports 362

b7

Night 905

Night _ 8,115
Night 2,170

Night 2,570

CONFIDENTTAL
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3, GAME WARDEN Totals:

a. Fire Fights:s
(1) PBR
(2) Helo
(3) MsB
(L) oM
(5) 1cPL
(6) sTaB

b, Sampans:g

c, dJunkss

d, Structuress

e, DBunkers:

f, Enemy:

2. Friendlys

(1) PBR
(2) Helos
(3) LsT
i, PBR MEDEVAC:

"
-

o o i« jo i

Destroyeds
Destroyeds
Destroyeds
Destroyeds
KIL 76
KIA 3

—1

h, Friendly Battie Damage:

& 10 & 1%

CONFIDENTIAL

127 Damageds 237~ Captureds 2
0 Damsged: 4 Captureds 0

16 Damageds 163
1 Demageds 8
KIa (Pess,} bl  WIA 318 CaP 3

vIA 38
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CONFIDENTIAL

U, S, Army and Navy officers discuss strategy during a planning conference

in the Mobile Riverine Force field headquarters at the fire support base,

The officers are (left to right) Brigadier General KNOWLTON, USA, Assistant
Division Commander, Sth Infantry Division; Colonel Bert A, DAVIS, USA,
Commanding Officer of the 9th Division's Second Brigade; Captain R, S, SALZER,
USN, Commanding Officer of Navy Riverine Assault Flotilla ONE; and Major
General Julian J. EWELL, USA, Commanding General, 9th Infantry Division,
fifth participant (upper right) in the photo is unidentified,

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

RIVERINE ASSAULT FORCE (TASK FORCE 117)

During the month of April the Mobiie Riverine Force (MRF) operated
primarily in Dinh Tuong and Kien Hoa provinces, Total losses inflicted
on the enemy by the assault forces of the MRF amounted to 285 Viet Comg
killed, 11 prisoners captured and 1,665 structures destroyed, MRF castale
ties during the same period were 41 killed (3 USN, 34 USA, 4 VNMC) and
26l wounded (66 USN, 170 USA, 28 VNMC), After a MRF plamning sesaion with
IV Corps personnel at Can Tho on 16 April, the 2nd Battalion ¥ietnawmss
Marine Coxrps became firmiy cormitted to operstions im ccoperation and co-
ordination with the MRF, The battalion moved to Piveouac sites near Dong
Tam on the following day and immediately commenced familiarizatiom traine
ing with River Assault Division (RAD) 112, During April PBR's, SEAL®s
and Navy armed helicopters of Task Force 116 participated in or supported

several Task Force 117 riverine strike operations,

Onerations in Kien Hoa Province

On 2 April the L4/Li7th Infantry Battsiien {Inf, Bn) conducted a cne-
day airmobile operation in Ham Luong Distrdct, just south of the Dong Tam
anchorage, to destroy enemy fortifications, bunkers and gun emplacements
in the area from which the MRF had been 1eceiving harassment fire, Two
Viet Cong were killed during the sweep operatiom and 170 bunkers and 3 huts
were destroyed, Ore soldier was wounded, but not as a result of hostile
action,

On 2 April while the MRF was anchored in the vicinity of Dong Tam a

51 CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

homemade booby trap was discovered aboard USS COLLETON (APB36), The explo-
sive device, which consisted of C-li explosive, shaped like a grenade, with
an attached claymore detonator, was found in the auxiliary engine room
alongside a pipe, MRF EOD personnel disarmed the device, This marked the
first-known possible attempt at sabotage against a ship of the MRF, The
source of tne booby trap was not determined; however, a thorough investi-
gation was initiated by the Naval Investigative Service, along with the
implementation of more stringent internal security procedures and inspec-
tions,

On the morning of k4 April the MRF launched a two-battalion riverine
and reconnaisance-in-force operation in Truc Gianz and Giong Trom districts
of Kien Hoa Province, The operation was initiated before dawn when RAD's
91 and 92 lifted the L4/47th and 3/47th Inf, Bns, into the Truc Giang operut-
ing areas after Task Force SIX GUN had been established in its fire support
base (FSPB) on the Cua Tieu River 7 miles east-southeast of My Tho, Shortiy
after dawn the Mobile Riverine Base (MRB), less APL-26, relocated from Dong
Tam, and was escorted to an anchorage on the My Tho River 5 miles eastesouth-
east of My Tho in order to provide close support for the impending operation,

RAD 91 was unopposed as they beached their battalion at the first
light on the banks of the Giao Hoa Canal one mile from the My Tho River,

The riverine units comtinued to support the ground forces from the waterways

as the troops ashore moved south om both banks toward the junctiom of the

Giao Hoa Canal and the Ba Lai River --= often referred to as the "crossroads,®

CONFIDENTIAL 52
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CONFIDENTIAL

At 0843 the assault craft of RAD 92 with their troops came undsy
a vicious ambush from an enemy force of unknown size about L miles northe
east of Ben Tre, The devastating assault cccurred on the Ba Lai River
just as the boats were moving in toward the beach to land theiy Lrcops
and consisted of heavy rocket, recoilless-rifis, avtcmati¢-wsapons and
small-arms fire, The land mass bordering the river at this pcint was
a densely foliated jungle lined withk coconut palm forssts with thick undere
brush at the waterts edge, and the enemy fire came from heaviiy fortifiad
and well-concealed bunkers within this maze, Despite the withering om-
slaught of intense enemy fire and the heavy casuvalties suffered, ths
riverine craft immediately delivered a barrage of cover fizre at the attackers
and landed their infantrymen, A vioient firxefight erupted, Ons company
of troops landed directly in front of several enemy bunkers apd remained
pinried down in that precarious position for the rest of the day, Du=s teo
tl.eir proximity t¢ the enemy fertification, supporting fire could not bz
delivered on the bunkers,

Five personnel were killed and more than 60 wire wounded in the
initial assault with the heavy fighting centinuing throughout the mcernimg,
Two Navymen aboard monitor 92-2, Chief Boatswaimns? Mate Samuel C, CHAVOUS,
USN, the boat captain, and Third Class Boatswaiasx® Mats Jokn D, WOODARD,
USN; the ccxswain, were killed and two others wsre wounded in the firefight,
The Navymen were killed when an RPG-7 HEAT round explicded insids the coxe

swain's flat, Twenty-tnree other Navymen from RAD 72 assauli crafv wers

53 CONFIDNETIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

The Commander of River Assault Squadron 9, Commander L, H, HAMEL, IT1I, USN,
appears deep in thought as he contemplates what lies ahead while standing
on the bow of a sunken ASPB -- a minesweeping craft from his squadror.
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also wounded in the initial attack,
Following the first two hours of heavy fighting, enemy resistancs

slackened off t5 steady harassment with machinsogin and smail-arms firs,

At 1230 six sailors aboard monitor 91-3 were wounded when their crafy, }.:j: T

patrolling on the Bz Lai River 500 yacds west of the “crossroadsy® was T

N
sheat Aot e ¥l

attacked with rockets and automstic wesapons, Thrze of the wrunded men o B e

were ®medevaced® from the combat scene; one of whemy Fireman Dougles G,

MORTON, USN, dfed of wounds, LI

. . 3
aefaalanall s ot 1

T O A A

As a result of the cambah action om L Avril, 11 aseault craft ".‘-:":.“:‘.’“‘5
received various degrees of material damage, The most extensive damage R
was 3fla. *d on A=92-=1 and A=92=4, A total of six RPG-7 rockets impacted
agai'.st the {40 boatsg thrae cf which were direct hits on the 50-caliber
gun mo. .ve, One monitor, M-92-2;, reczived a HEAT round through ihs cpening
between the 20-mm and ,50-caliber gun mounts, killing the boat zaptain and
the coxswaln, On: ATC received an RPG-7 round through tne how yamp, which
severed the ramp winch cable and wounded 30 Army persommel in the welle
deck, Another ATC was hit by an RPG-7 rocket amidships near the waterline,
The rocket then triggered on the bar armor, psretrated the bujkhead and
created a shrapnel effect inside the smpty weilodeck,

Sporadic contact with the fisrcely resisting enemy -ontinued $hrough-
out the first day and night, By %ha evening of § April 35 Vist Coing had
been killed and 2 prisorsrs were captvred, One of the prisoners identifisd

his unit as the Viet Cong 516%h Provincial Mebils Batiaiien, Friendiy

NAY
A5 2

CONFIDENTIAL




e Nt e L S e A S a0 R A DI Gl S AT e Sl S AP S LS S frl it N Gl N i A C A U i SN el Al Al ekl
----- ..- MBS - ‘.‘ -'.. . N L TR RS Y - v et . - ' . - - - - - " - . . - - . - -

CONFIDENTIAL

losses at that time were 10 killed (3 USN, 5 USA, 1 ARVK and 1 Vietnamese

interpreter), 119 woundes (36 USN, 81 USA, 2 TSMS), and 2 Armymen missing,

On 6 April after two days of rigorous fighting the MRF had a day of

velative caimness as they shifted the center of operations from the Ba Lai

River to a point L miles southeast of Bem Tre, Cumulative results for the

three-day operation were 102 Viet Cong killed and 6 prisoners captured, - e

[ ] ®
while friendly forcss had 33 killed {3 USN, 28 USA, 1 ARVN and 1 Vietnamese B
interpreter), and 152 wounded (36 USN, 81 USA, 2 USMC), The MRF uwnits alaso " =
destroyed 46 bunksrs, captured L weapons and detained 25 Viet Cong suspects, ;*“-“‘"';”“‘
During the afternvon of 7 April the infantrymen were backloaded by ' o
RAD's 91 and 92 and returned to the MRB anchorage on the My Tho River about _
5 m::Llea east of My Tho; thereby, terminating a very costly operation for ;""‘"‘“’"‘"“‘

the HRF,

Operations in Dinh Tuong Province

On ¢ April elements of RAD 111 transported a team of demolition
experts frox the MRF FOD and UDY detachments and Delta Company of the U, S,

Army's 15th Engineers weastward on the My Tho River to the mouth of the Can

Stream 2s miles west of Dong Tam, the scene of a partially sunken bridge,
Aesisted by TLIS (light 1ift crafy), the Army/Navy demolition team removed

the obstruction; thereby, permitting the passage of riverine craft and

facilitating MRF operations in the area,
The next day, based on a request from Commanding General, U, S, STH

Infantry. Tivision, the MRF conducted a one-battaiiom riverine operatien -

CONFIDENTIAL 56
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against z suspacted enemy buildup in the vicunily of Vinh Kim and Long
Dinh districts, RAD 92 1if¢ed the 3/L7th Inf, Ba, to beaches < the Ral

River for a sweep up both river banks, No contact was esteblished with

the nomacic enemy, reportedly elsmants of che Silkth Previneisl Forsce
Battalion; subsequently, the infanirymsn werz returned ¢o the MRB later

that afterncon,

..
On 11 Apiil a two-day search and destroy cperation was zonducted L
in the Cho Gac District of Ding Tuong Provincz, the Hoa Dong Distriet of T
Go Cong Province and the Binh Phouc District of Long &n Province €3 loe e
SO S

cate and engage the Cho Gags District Comtrel Unit {DUU) and slemenis of
the 261st Main Force Baitzlism, This sizable enemy force waz reportediv ) 1‘;_'_
in the arez of tha interseciion of ths Cho Gao Cansl and ths Tra River
ly miles easi~northeast cf Ky Tho, Aithough contact with the Vies Toag
wag very light, the MRF destroyed 555 bunkerss 5 Viet Cong were killed

and 23 suspects were detained while 1 scldier was wounded, Anotheyr Awy-

man was declared missing and beliasved %¢ have drownsd,

Overations in ¥ien Hua Provines

Early on the morning of 1k Aprii the MRP mounted a twoebsitalics

operation in Gicng Trox and Ben Tre districits, The ground elements found

many signs of recent ¥iet Cowmg activity, but the enemy shose mot 1o fight -

on the first day and ay significant condact was established, iater in the
day large caches of weapons and ammmnition were discovered along %he Ba ERE

Lai River © miles east<=norithesast of Ban Tra as the ground troops suppsried

CONFIDENTIAL
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The nonivor «» the "battleship® of the small fleet, leads a formatioa
of River Assawlt Division 92 armored troop carriers on-a river in the
Mskony Delta,
by RAS 9 probed deeper into the Viet Cong base area, Among the arms and
ammunition captured were 10L grenades. 49 mortars, L3 rocket/recoilless-
rifle rounds, 10 bombs of an unknown type, 2 clgymore mines, 2 "banéloro"
torpedoes. over 8,000 rounds of 7,62 ammunition and 40 cans of assorted
small-arms smmnition,

The following day the boats of RAD 92 were attacked with rockets
and automatic weapons from both banks of the Ba Lai River 6 miles north~

east of Ben Tre while cn route to backload troope of the L/LT7th Inf, B,

CORFIDENTIAL 58
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Although approximately 20 rockets wera observed hitting the wabter around

the riverine craft, only 1 rocket igapacted against the boats, Fortunalsly,

the rocket, which impedded itself in the styrofcam of ATC=92-1{, maver
exploded, An Army helicopter light fire tear was on the scanes and assgicted
the craft in silencing the enemy attackers, Thers wers no friendly casue T
alties and eremy loszes in the skirmisi were undetermined, .._m.._._.
Later that same afternoor at 1410 the MRB, which was anchored on the B

Yy Tho River.7 miles southeast of My Tho, was attacked by an unknows sizs S

enemy furce from the south Vank of the My Tho River, The dauring mid-after-

noor raid by enemy rocketeers armed with S7-pm =nd 75-mm recoilless rifias

wounded 1l sailors ard 4 soldiers, USS TOM GREEN COUNTY {IST1i5%), l.eavily
loeden with ammunition, was hit eight %ime and USS BENEWAH {APB35), the MRF
flagship, was struck three times, Tha rockzis all imvacted above the watere
line and caused oniy minor material damage to the twe ships,

4 specially configared ICN=6 AVGAS tanker, which was moored alongside

BENEWAH, was struck during the attack and immediately cast-sff when it burst
into flumes, Despite valiant efforts by the two MRF inmgbnats Yo sxtinguish :‘.‘::_j.':::l_i:;;-_:;_._;
the blage, the fire raged out of zonitrel and was sc¢ destructive that the .'—"':-"__-__:_’_.‘A-j'.
refusler sank,

Operations in Dinn Tuong Provincs

After a ons=day rest at Dong Tam, the MRP launched 2 tweday riverins
strike operation (17-1B Aprii} in Long Dink and Cai Lay dusvzict ¢o sngage

the tllith Main Force Pattslion, Riverine urits transpnrrad two battslions "'_ j:
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of infantrymsn up the Xaig Canal and landed them along the Tong Doc Loc
Canal about 5 miles northeast of Cal Lay, Both landings were unopposed
and the foot-soldiers swept generally south,

About 1100 that morning firm contact.was made by the A/i7th -Infr., Ba.
with an unknown size enemy force 3 miles north of Cai Lay, As the battle
raged througbout the aftermoon, elements of the 3/47th Inf, Bn, moved in
to engags the cnemy on his east flank, and at 1535 both battaiions were
in heavy coatact, The battle continued into the evening with both bat-
talions still in contact after darkness; however, sometime during the
night or early morning the onemy survivors exfiltrated from the area,

At dawm, the infantrymen resgumed the search for the enemy, but it
soon becams apparent that the Viet Cong had departed the area and the
Armymen were returned to the ¥RB, Final casualty figures revealed that
98 Viet Cong were killed and 3 captured at a cost of 4 U, S, soldiers
killed and 33 others wounded, There were no Navy casualties during this
pericd, The MRF also destroyed 239 bunkers, and captured $ weapons and
6 toms of rice,

Noteworthy statistics. for the five~day period of operation (14-18
April) were: 11k Viet Cong killed, 462 bunkers destroyed, 19 suspects
detained and 4 U, S, soldiers killed,

Operations in Kisn Hoa Province

On 20 Aprii the MRF conducied a one-day search and clear operatiom

in Ham Ivong and Truc Glang districts to locate and engage elexents of the
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Viet Cong 550th Iocal Force Battalion and other enexy forces in the area,
This marked the first combat operation with the MRF for the newly arrived
2nd Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps, At 0745 the Vietnauese HMarines,
supported by RAD 111, made an unopposed landing at beaches on the My Tho
River 25 miles southwest of My Tho, and were retuzrmed to Dong Tam from
the operating area later that afterncon after a fruitless morning of
searching for the elusive enemy,

Operations in Dinh Tuong Provincs

After several days with a minimum of enemy contact the MRF comducted
a highly successful three-battalion reconnaissance-insforcs operation {23-
24 April} to engage the Viet Cong 502nd Main Force Battalion, The cpera-
tion took place 8 miles northwest ¢f Vinh Long in Giaoc Duc District,

The Vietnamess Marines wers the first unit ¢c estabiish contact with
the enemy at 1000 on 23 April along the Ruong Stream 5 miles northeast of
Sa Dec, The 3/L7th Inf, Bn, immediatsly moved toward thes swvsa of conbtach
to prevent the enemyls escape and to also complement the advanze of ths
2nd Battalion, VNMC, Working together as a wallecoordinated bakile team,
the combined MRF units pinned down the beleagured enemy for he remaindsy
of the day,

Mearwhile on the Dao Stream & miles eastoncrthesst of Sa Dec, whers
RAD 111 craft wers providing gunfire support to ths Vietnamese Marinss,
ATC=111=-7 took a direct hit in the coxswain’s flat by an enemy rocket,

The enemy attack which took place at 1645, was unieashed from a dense
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woodline and wounded three Navymen, one of them seriously, The assault
boats returned and suppressed the enemy fire and then "medevaced® the
three wounded crewmen,

On 24 April contact with the enemy was'very light and the allied
forces were withdrawn from the operating area an& returned to their bases,
The cumnlative results of the two-dgy operation were 61 Viet Cong killed,
2 wounded and 2 more cap“l.:ured9 while friendly forces lost 1 U,S, soldier
and i Vietnamese Marines, There wera also 3 Navymen, 6 Armymen and 27
[ Vietnarese Marines wounded Juring the engagement, The MRF units detained
66 suspects, destroyed 10 enemy structures and captured 5 weapons,

After the Giao Duc operation Gerneral William C., WESTMORELAND, USA,
COMUSMACV, congratuviated the men of the MRF when he sent the following
messages

%OUTSTANIE NG RESULTS OF RIVERINE ASSAULT OPERATIONS ON
23=2); APRIL WEST OF CAI BE EMPHASIZE GREAT VALUE OF THIS
HARD HITTING CONCEPT, OFFICERS AND MEN OF 2ND BN VNMC,

3/47 AD L4/47 INFANTRY AND MRF DESERVE HIGH PRAISE,
CONGRATULATIONS ,®

TR

&t 0245 on 23 April a roving sentry aboard TOM GREEN COUNTY sighted
a swirmor with face mask on the surface of the water avout 10-15 yards off
the starboard quarter of the ship, The MRF support IST was at anchor with
the MRF in the Mekong River L niles northwest of Ving Long, The lookout
took the swimmer under fire with his M=l rifle and the swimmer appeared
to hide under a Boston Whaler moored aft of the pontoons, TiLe MRB defense

boats were alerted and saturated the area with concussion grenades; tut no
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further evidence of the swimmer was detected,

Approximately 30-miriss latver, two other TCM GREEN COUNIY person-
nel sighted a small light belcw the surfacs of the water about LS yards
cff the starboard quarier, The light blinked several timss before goiung
out, as base defense bostz moved in to investigate, Once againg the pate
rois failed to discover anything suspicious, and a thercugh mll inspac-
tion yieided negative resulis, The commanding officer of the IST evalvated
the incident as a positive swizmer sighting,

This mariced the second time in the past month that a swimmer has
been sighted in the water at the Vinh Long antherage -- both times near,
and by, TOM GREEN COUNTY, Accerding to captursd enamy documents, the Vietd
Cong sapper squads ncimally practiced at ®dxy runs® to probe ths targsi’'s
defense prior to an actual mining attempt, It proved interesting ic note
that both sightings were near the MRF suppor$ IST; suggesidng that she was
the priority target within the MRB, presumably bezause of the large amminze
tion supply on board,

Daring the pericd 25 April = 7 May MRF plamnsd cperations wars tailored
to avert a possible large scale Viet Cong attack on My The or Czi Lay, Thia
was done by atriking at suitable targete in the Cax Sua/Ban ILong/ip Bac
areas, The operations were planned as two=batialion riveriwne atrikez with
one battalicn held im resszrve az & ready-reaction forca,

n 25-26 April lecal operations were conducted in the Dong Tam area

while boat repsirs were accomplished and battle plans were formlated for
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a riverine operation in the Cam Son Secret Zone, The local operation,
conducted 2% miles southeast of Dong Tam, resulted in the destruction of

4O enemy bunkers and 2 sampzns and the detention of 9 Viet Cong suspects,

Two Armymen were wounded during a brief exchange of fire with the enemy;
however, Viet Cong losses were undetermined,

Riverine reconnaissance-in-force operations in Chai Bs and Cai Lay

districts were launched on 27 April to locate and engage the Viet Comg SRR
Silith Main Force Battalion and the Cai Lay District Control Unit,
The assualt commenced at 0100 when RAD 92 escorted TF SIX GUN to S

a fire support base on the south bank of the My Tho River near the month
of the Ba Rai Stream 6 miles southwest of Cai Lay, A few hours later
RAD 91 1lifted the L/47th In?, Bn, to beaches on the Iuu River L miles

west of Cal Lay and RAD 111 embarked the 2nd Battalion VNMC for landing

on the Ba Ral Stream 5 miles southesouthwest of Ce® Lay, RAD 112, with

the 3/47th Inf, Bn, embarked, landed the ready-reaction force on besches

..
on the north bank of the My Thc River G miles southwest of Cai Lay, All e e
landings were unopposed and contact was light during the day, E.;::_\}:Z;:jl‘_liﬁj___
At first light the next day the ground forces recommenced their el

» L

sweep operation but firm contact with the enemy was not established, Mean-
while the riverir units; patrolling the myriad of narrow waterways arounrd

the operating zone, became intensely involved in three seperate firefights

in which a total of 13 sailors were wcunded,

The first ambush occurred at 0900 when boats of RAD 92 operating with
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Flemes from an armored troop carrier (flamethrowsr), as shuwn sbove
were used %o suppress enemy fire during an attack on RAD*s 92 and 1i7
craft on 27 April, On that day, the enemy sprung an ambush while the
boatg were transiting the Tra Tan Stream

: ) . . -
RAD 112, were transiting the Tra Tan Stream S miles southeast of Cai Lay :
and were attacked by small-arm&, automatic-wezpons and rocket fire &5 o
they approsched the Nam Thon River, The fire was immzdiately suppresszd . -
®

by ATC=31i=7 (flamethrower} and the area was saturaved with Slezm moraz - -

fire from the assault beoats, ATC=%2-7 was struck by cns Beill socket

LR

which caused mincy damage to the craft, Cne crewmamdes af ASPB=1ll=X
was alsc wounded in the incidens, .-

Duaring the close-range ambush the effectivensss of fiams units as AR
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a counter-axbush weapon was dramatically and vividly demonstrated, ATC=-
111=7, the flamethrower boat, immediately saturated the ambush site with

deadly and accurate flame, and sanitized the entire area (70-80 meters)
with scorching fire,
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At 1130 units of RAD 91 were ambushed by automatic-weapons and rocket

G

fire near the junction of the Ba Rai Stream and My Tho River 2 miles scuth-

H east of Cai Be, ALl of the rockets missed the boats; however, one man was ’ i
ﬂ wounded (minor) as the enemy fire was being silenced, A Navy helicopter ST
ﬁ fire team from TF 116 which was providing airborne cover assisted in sup- '_,m;m
;! pressing the enemy fire, STE
The severest attack of the day occurred at 1145 as RAD 111 riverine

craft were strafed by automatic weapons, recoilless rifles and B=40 rockets

from both banks of the Rai River 6 miles west of Dong Tam, The boats
took at least five B-LO rocket hits with five craft, including one morditor

and four troop carriers, reporting moderate material dsmage, The fire was

rapidly silenced, but not before 11 sailors were wounded, None of the

wounded men were in serious condition as five were immediately returned mee

to duty and six were ™medevaced" to COLLETON for further treatnent,

The operation continued until the end of the month with only sporadic
contact, Two Viet Cong were captured during the four-day operation and
one U, S, soldier was killed by a booby trap, A totsl of 13 Navymen, 7
soldiers, and 1 Vietnamese Marine were wounded during the reconnaissance-

in-force operations, The MRF troops also detained 32 Viet Cong suspects,
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captured 8 weapons and destroyed 300 bunkers and 16 booby traps,

RIVERINE ASSAULT FORCE UNITS

During April ancther modified armored troop carrier {rlzmethrower) arrived
in South Vietnam, augmenting the Riverine Assauit Force,

On 13 April the fourth ire-country ATC(F} flamethrowsr boat becams
operaticnal, In addition, ths proto-type E-LY mixing unit was installsd
in an ICH=6 (with MOGAS tanks installed) snd was alsc operationai, This

addition provided a mobile re~fill capability for the flame boats,

In order %o improve the bucyancy/sea-keeping capsbilities of the
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ASFB, the 8l-mm mortars were removed from all ASPB's, An estimated 75C
pounds, including amsmnition, was removed from each boat, This modifi-
cation would also be made on all nsw ASPB's which were still being man-
ufactured,

On 16 April River Assault Squadron THIRTEEN was commissioned with
Coxmander Perveril BLUNDELL, USN, as the first commanding officer, RAS
13 became the third river assault squadron to be assigned to the MR¥P,
and was further assigned & homepert of San Disgo, California,

On 19 April the RAD's were shifted and assigned new support duties,
RAD 92 moved to BENEWAH and assumed the duties of MRB defense force and
TF SIX GUN support., RAD 91 remained alongside COLLETON and contimued to
snppoz;t', the L/h7¢h Inf, Bn, RAD 111 provided support for the 2pnd Batta-
lion mﬁc and wili have headquarters ir TOM GREEN COUNTY. RAD 132, with
the bulk of its boats in I Corps, took over the support of the 3/47th
Inf, Bn, The excess boats from the other divisions assipted RAD 112 in
supporting its assigned battalion,

On 29 Apr3l, 26 swards were received from CINCPACFLT for zmen of
the MRF or .those recently transferred, Lieutenant Commander F, E, RHODES,
USN, the first COMRIVRON ELEVEN, was awarded the Legion of Merit, Iieu~
tenant Commander D, L, HOROWITZ, USN, the first COMRIVRON NINE, received
the Legion of Merit earlier this year,
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TASX FORCE CLEARWATER

During Aprii Task Force CLEARWATER units zontinued to provids

escort and protection for logistic craft on the Cua Viet and Parfums . _. . _‘ ‘

rivers, Although the overall tempo of enemy initiated attacks upon the

vitally importast legistic craft decreased sharply during the mouth,

the enemy continued to make his presence felt through mortar/artillery ° . =
attacks con staging bases and occasional mining, small=arms or rocket
attacks agsinst the support craft convoya, RIS

A very sharp decrease in enemy activity dirscted towara the log=
istic craft on the Perfume River was apparant during April, Oa 5 Aprid
the Hue ramp area received approximately 10 rockei rounds, Thare were
noe perscnnel casualties or material damage as a result of the a%ttack,

On 30 April z PBR sustainsd two near miszsz by B=40 rockets while pa-
trolling the Perfums Rivers no persomnsl &r material casualties rasulted,
There were n~ incidenis reported during the remainder of the montn,

The logistic craft on the Oua Viet Rivesr continued to receive mining,
small arms and rocket/artillery attacks during the month resulting in
varying degraes of damage, Craft damsged during the month includad thrae
ICU®s, two LCM 8's and USS GENESSEE {A0G8Y, Psrsaansl casualties imclnded
i Navymen kill-ed-and 15 wounded, On 30 April epemy abtbtacks en ths legistic
convoys and the convey escort craf$ necessitated clesing the Cua Vist River
to all logistic craft untii friendiy ground forczs had secured the river

banks, Prior v¢ the closing of the rivexr, the coeavoy had received RPG,

-
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recoilless rifle and heavy machine~-gun fire resulting in three Navymen
being killed and moderate damage “o several logistic craft, The staging

area at Cua Viet received a total of six rocket/artillery attacks during

the month resulting in minor damage to equipment and several huts, Dur-
ing the same period, Dong Ha received a total of three rocket/artillery
attacks resulting in minor damage to both river ramps and ramp equipment,
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NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, DANANG

The tempo of routine operations remained particulariy high at Naval
Support Activity (NAVSUPPACT), Danang, Auxing Apzil despite harassment
and interdiction attempts by the enemy, A fotal of 52 temnage rscoris
were established during April; 21 menthly records snd 11 daily recerds,
Most noteworthy of these records were: 519,047 shori-ten monthly throughe
put for the combined I Corps Tactical Zons {CTZ} poriz; 370,148 short-ton
monthly throughput at Danang; 51,46l shori-ton montnly throughput 2t Hue:
and 49,61l short=ton monthly throughput at Domg Hs,

Despite the contimued population buildup in I CTZ, <he ovarail
gross supply effectiveness for Danang and Chu Lai combined insreassd
slightly during the month to 88,5 percent as compared with 88,4 percent
for March while overall net supply effectivesness remained steady at 91
percent, Supply demands during the month of April tetaled 208.5li, re=
{lecting a 17.9 percent increase over the March lsvsi of 175,811 and &

33 percent increase over the February level of 139,825, The Ansy was
the largest customer with 112,278 or 53.8 percenn of *%e demands,

During the month, fuel transfer operations continued 22 boih the
Cua Viet and Parfume rivers despite enemy interdiciici, The fuel transfer
capability between Tan My and Hue was augmented iun April by the sddizion
of another AMMI barge, increasing the fuel transfer capsbilisy fyom Taa
¥y to Hue to 200,000 gallons per day, A second MSTS T=1 tanker, the USNS

PETULAMA (AO(T)79), arrived on station for shutile duty om 2L fpril. The
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Fleet Air support Unit Tactical Airfield Dispensing System installatium
at Danang Air Base was completed and becams coperationsl on 23 April,
The system has a capacity of 30,000 gallons,

At Danang's Freight Terminal, the Vietnamese labor personnel were
90 percent female at month®s end as a result of attrition and the use of
available males in stevedore and carpenter positions, A second female
hatch team was scheduled to be hired and commence training during the
first week in May,

The implementation of the Philco=Ford contracts for third country
national skilled laborers for maintenance work was seriously impeded
during the month by the Govermment of Vietnam’s visa process, At month’s
end, a request for intervention to eliminate the long processing time had
been submitted to COMNAVFORV, The desired level of zifort was unattainable
due to the delays in obtaining visas for the third country nationals,

Enemy harassment of NAVSUPPACT, Danang's facilities contimed during
the month, Sniper fire incidents against exposed perimeter increased
sharply during the month, Danang’s trarsmitter site received sniper fire
on 10 different occasions during April, The China Beach Public Works
Centar and the Cap Tien Sha ramp also received sniper fire Quring the
month, On 30 April an explosion from an unknown source occurred close
aboard the Camp Tien Sha perimeter wire, The possible enemy use of a
riot control agent occurred at the transmitter site on 15 and 17 April,

Before donning their gas masks, the sentries suffered watering eyes,
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coughing and 2 burning sensation of the skim, This was Danang's first
recoxrded incident -of the possible use of rict conirel agent by the enemy,
Harbor security craft received hostile fire om five occasions during the
morth, Only minor material damage resulted from the attacks and there
wers no personnel casualties, The harbor security forces apprehended 13
Junks and nine personnel for curfew violations, sailing in restricted
waters or identification discrepancies, This sharp decrease in number

of apprehensions from previous months was attributed tc the recent reiaxa-
tion of harbor curfew hours,

NAVSUPPACT; Danang'!s detachment at Dong Ha received a total of
three rocket/artilley attacks during April, The attacks resulted in mimor
damage to both river ramps and ramp squipment, Ths Cua Viet detachment
received six rocket/artillery attacks during the month, resulting in mimor
damage to squipment and several huts,

At the Danang hospital, the rehabilitatien of the old wards was come
pleted, and at month's end the capacity of the hospital was 700 beds, The
nmumber of patients aénitted to the Danang hospital during April totalled
1,817, Of this number received, 635 were admitted for combat injuries,
857 for various diseases, and 32 for nonscombat injuries, A total of 639
persons were trsated and returned to duty during the month and 655 were
evacuated out cf Vietnam,

At month's end the NAVSUPPACT Danang personnel ievel was 9,631 and
the mumber of United States and other Free Viorid forces supported by

NAVSUPPACT was 198,63k,
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NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, SAIGON
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Or 1 Aprily during change of command ceremonies, conducted at the

- o1~
- ¥

COFAT Compound, Cholon; Captain Max C, DUNCAN, USN; relieved Captain Burns
W, SPORE, USN, as Commander; Naval Support Activity (COMNAVSUPPACT), Saigon,

Algo during the month, the Secretary of the Navy approved the Navy
Unit Commendation for NAVSUPPACT, Saigon, The award was presented for

exceptionally meritorious service from 16 March 1966 to 1 January 1968,

in providing logistic support to U, S, Navy, U, S, Coast Guard, and Free

, Wo.1ld Naval Forces in the II; III and IV Corps areas in the Republic of
o Vietnam,
-_Z'_' Although the rumber of enemy initiated attacks on NAVSUPPACT, Saigon

facilities decreased during April, the enemy contimed to make its presence

known through several harassing incidents, The Dong Tam Base received

Pttt S

LA

harassing mortar anc recoilless rifle fire on 6 ard 7 April, There were

tha]
. e
I

no personnel or material casualties ss a result of the incidents, Also

L

on the 6th, API~55 and an ICM=-8, in company with an LCM-6 belonging to

DRE
LR

2 . the Binh Thuy NAVSUPPACT Detachment, received several rounds of sniper

o
.

y fire from the north bank of the My The River three miles northeast of
:Z:;- - Vinh Long while escorting PBR's to Sa Dec, On the 12th a NAVSUPPACT,
Saigon UH=3k Lelicopter was struck by ground firs vhile climbing out
from the USS HARNETT COUNTY (IST821) approximately 13 miles southeast

of Can Tho, The bullet punctured a fuel cell, penetrated the dack plat-

.
‘.’

ing of the cabin and lodged in cargo which was being carried by the

'
[ ]

’
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helicopter, The helicopter landed at Tra Vinh, made emergency repairs
and returned to Saigon without further incident, On the 18th a NAVSUPP-
ACT, Saigon C-117 was struck by ground fire while climbing out of the Soc
Trang Airfield, The bulle{ pumctured the port imboard wheel well door
und exited through the aft bulkhead of the wheel well, The aircraft con-
tinued on to Saigon without further incident,

The number of line items stocked by NAVSUPPACT, Saigon during April
totalled 62,275, The overall net and gross supply effectiveness for the
month of April were 73 percent and 62 pesrcent respectively,

On 18 Al;r:il COMUSMACV approved a IV CTZ transportation contingency
plan which was designated to provide essential transport for U, S, and
Vietnamese military forces, as well as the civilian population; in the
event land lines of commnications sre severed, The plan envisions mar-
shalling the total water 1ift capability, including MSTS, NAVSUPPACT,
Saigon organie craft, USARV craft and Vietnamese ccmmercial craft, It
further includes transport of vital commerce from the IV CTZ to Saigon
on return trips, The plan is pramised on the uss of barge ramps being
constructed to dischargs gravel in the highway cconstruction program,
Barge ramps are constructed or plamned for Dong Lam, Tan An, Can Tho,
Vinh Long, My Tho, Soc Trang and Sa Dec,

NAVSUPPACT, Saigom &pproved the finil base development plan for the
helicopter maintenance facility at Binh Thuy during the month, Construc=

tion has commenced and is scheduled for completion in December 1968, When
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corpleted, this facility will provida 2 maintenance capability for a

projected total of '57 helicopters,

N
SSREESS R S

A cargo net of supplies goes over the side from s Navy YFR, a refrigerated
harbor craft operated by NAVSUPPACT, Saigon, Alongside to receive the
load is an 1CM which will transfer the supplies to an Operation GAME WARDEN
support ship,

. Warehouse space contimmed to be a problem during Aprii as the number
of line items carried by NAVSUPPACT, Saigon steadily increased, The acqui-
sition of one new warehouse during the month provided temporary relief but
40,000 square feet of additional space has been requested from the Army

real estate office, Sixteen Vietnamese warehouse guard- were recently
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awarded the Department of the Navy meritorious Civilian Service Award
for their exemplary actions during the Tet aggression,

NAVSUPPACT, Saigon's alrcraft inventory at the end of April ine
cluded three C=117 transports, three UH=34 helicopters and two US<2B's,
The daily pre-positioning of carge, transported to Vinh Long by C=117's
for lurther distribution throughout the Delta via helicopters, greatly
increased delivery effectiveness during the month, A total of 3,218
passengers and 475,43 pounds of cargo wers airlifted by NAVSUPPACT,
Saigon durinz April, In addition to normally scheduled operations,
113,000 pounds of construction material for the new radar site at Con
Son Island and 2,500 pounds of materials and five wen for the LORAC
station at Buc Lieu were airlifted during the month,

NAVSUPPACT, Saigon surface craft 1;,ranspo:u'tenrl 2,013,5 short=tons
of cargo during April,

At month'’s end, NAVSUPPACT, Saigon’s total on board personne. count

was 2,893, an increase of 128 from Marchis figure,
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THIRD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BRIGADE

In an action that has become typical of the ®fighter/builders® of

the Naval Mobile Comstruction Battalions (MCB’s) deployed in Vietnam,

five Seabees of MCB 9's Detall Echo gave their lives on 31 March in a

valiant effort which saved the lives of many fellow Seabees and USMC

personnel, Wwhen taeir camp, located near Phu Bal, came under a heavy e .
enexmy mortar and recoilless rifle attack, the Seabees immediately manmed Z‘
an 8l-nm mortar position and commenced and sustained counterfire despite
the barrage of enemy shells falling near their position, The effective m'”:’"“:

return fire destroyed at least two enemy gun positions and broke their
attack, During a second attack, five hours later, the Seabees agaim
manned their mortar position and ever though they realized the enemy had
bracketed their position with mortars, they stood their ground and, acte

ing with © ncern for the welfare of the entire camp, continued to return

fire until the enemy scored two direct hi‘.s on their position, The Sea-

bees, who gave their lives in defense of the camp, were instrumental in e e

repelling the attack , the results of which would have been much more

severe had the mortar crew abandoned their position, an action they would

have been justified in taking. The Seabees were determined to defend and hold .- -~ yi-

the camp that they had worked so hard to build, Ry

During the month of April overall enemy activiiy remained at a rela- o P
tively low level, thus allowing increased progress on upgrading of the

national highway system, general construction and improved shipping of
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congtruction materizls to northern I Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ), A massive
logistics shipping effort was conducted throughout the month, Twenty=four
hours-a~day trucking operastions between Red Beach and the Danang East yard
accounted for average daily receipts of 2135 short-tons of cargo and issues
of 2885 short~tons of cargo, One hundred and seventy-six ICU's were loaded
during the month resulting in shipment of 21,193 measurement-ions of caigo
to MCB's and Marine units outside the Danang area, During the same pericd,
three f:arges were dlso loaded resulting in the shipment of an additional

232 short-tons of piles and heavy equipment, Maximm productivity was
reached on 22 April when III Marine Amphibious Force (MAF) assigned 17 ICU's
to Third Naval Construction Brigade shipping, Within one and one-half days,
a total of 23 ICU's were loaded and sent north from the Danang East yard,
On the receiving énd, Seabees of Northern I CTZ battalions expeditiously
cleared the ramps allowing for immediate distribution of materials, This
high pace of shipping activity contimued throughout the month without cure
tailing normal supply and logistic support,

Among the more significant projects completed by the Seabees during
the month was the C=123 airstrip at Ca Lu, which was campleted on 7 April
by MCB 5, Situated approximately 9 miles east of Khe Sanh on Route #9,
the airfield, as a logistics staging site, was a crucial factor in the drive
to relieve Khe Sanh, Construction of the airstrip, because of its location,
had to progress rapidly under the ever present threat of hostile fire,

The important Phu Loc quarry/crusher facility was also completed

CONFIDENTIAL 80




54
o
o)

)

3

A

-
Al T2

.
» >

B
e 4s s

s )
PN e 1
atalelel

s
> PPN

t
)
.

e a b
Dy Rt
9wy

vy

I

et DY)

3 ;". ‘;-
e

Y v A
A AL

g

o’
X )
E’é

&

Coud

N Sy - - P TV e

A AL WA as AU AL Al U L U R W
F" %’Z-A-E'.‘_:-‘..‘?.?- SRS ARG, S KRR
1

CONFIDENTIAL

during the month and went into full opersation, Named Camp Deshurley, it
was officially dedicated on 6 April,

. ‘_""!!{lﬁ"lw s - .

This is Bridge No, 5 on the Hue bypass, The bridge was completed during
April by Seabee personnel of. MCB-8, )

Many road upgrading projects were alsoc completed during April,
Route #9 was partially widened between Dong Ha and Cam Lo, a distance of
Ps miles, On Route #1 between Dong Ha and Quang Tri, two-steel stringer
bridges with a total span of 160-feet wers completed and a 220-feet timber
br;dge was 98 percent completed by the end of the month, Seven miles of
Route #1 between Dong Ha and Quang Tri were widened and were ready for

rock subgrade. Construction of a 300-foot timber bridge 1 mile north of
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Hue was also underway, All bridges on the Hue bypass had been completed
by month's end, However, road widening could not begin until necessary
real estate had been obtained, One of the five completed bridges om Col
Co Road was sabotaged on 2 April but at month's end, had been replaced,
Dredge sand was being utilized for filling and widening Col Co Roads work
was progressing steadily and by the end of April was approximately 15 pere
cent complete, Approximately 85 percent of Route #1 between Phu Bai and
Phu Loc had also been widened by the end of the month,

The level of enemy activity and attacks involving Seabee units was
lower in April than in any of the previous months of calendar-year 1968,
However, harassment in the form of mortar attacks on base camps, mining
incidents and sniper fire continued sporadically during the month, Six
Seabees were wounded and five major pieces of equipment were damaged as
a result of these attacks,

Rear Admiral William M, HEAMAN, CEC, USN, Commander, Constructiom
Battalions, Pacific, visited Seabee construction sites in I CTZ during
the pericd 24i=-26 April, The extensive air and road tour conducted by
the ag!miral gave him the opportunity to observe the extensive construc=-
tion effort being expended by the Seabees in I CTZ,
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MILITARY PSYCHOLOGICAL AND CIVIC ACTION OPERATIONS

With the emphasis on offensive operations by tactical units, psycho-

logical operations personnel aped these efforts with a vigorous loudspeaker b
broadcasting program, With the majority of programmed equipment now ine .
stalled, naval units were able to reach a greater mumber of listeners, RN
Ultimately each PCF in Task Force 115 (Operation MARKET TIME) will be equipped e
with a 250-watt speaker and cartridge tape recorder; each PBR river section -

in Task Foxce 116 (Operation GAME WARDEN) will have one 250-watt and five

25-watt units plus a cartridge tape recorder for each unit; and in Task S S

Force 117 (Mobile Riverine Force) there will be a total of three 250-watt RERSCRORS

undts with cartridge tape recorders. In Task Force 117, tactical psycho~

logical operations, i.e,, directed against enemy troops, showed a marked
increased as a result of the assigmment of Navy psychological operations ‘
personnel to the staff, Previously all support was provided by the U, S, j?-:j '-‘.-":':E-‘_:

In consonance with President Johnson's speech on 31 March and in R

keeping with policy established in Washington concerning the President's L
initiative and possible peace talks, a program was developed to keep the ey
people of South Vietnam currently informed on the factual developments of

the peace talk negotiations, Surface and aerial speaker broadcasts and RN
leaflet distribution was the selected media for the dissemination of infore - T
mation, Targeted in the program were the VC/NVA in South Vietnam and the e

population living in contested areas,
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During the month 1500 hours of surface and 2,5 hours of aerial broad-
casts were conducted,

Since 1 Jamary 1967, 191 Hoi Chanhs have rallied to U, S, Navy units,
Many of these returnees to the side of the government willingly cooperated
in the exploitation of their return by preparing tapes for broadcast and
writing letters addressed to their former units for leaflet drops,

In the area of civic action naval units continued to assist the people
of South Vietnam in the recovery from the destruction wrought by the Tet
Offensive, Naval units voluntarily contributed $4,359.00 to the Tet Aggres-
sion Relief Project (TARP), As part of the TARP effort, NAVSUPPACT, Danang
planned to assist in the construction of homes for refugees in Hue, The
Medical Civic Action Program continued to become more evident as naval units
resumed their pre-Tet visits to neighboring villages and hamlets,

The number of Seabee Teams in South Vietnam was increased from 13 to
1k, !I;dor emphabis was given to support of the Revolutionary Development
program, with secondary emphasis on major_ reconstruction projects, Included
were 10 projects involving the repair of S miles of roads, During the month
the number of Vietnamese national trainees enrolled in comstruction skills
training programs increased ¢ 1Ll and over, 6,500 patients received medical
treatment rrcn Seabee corpsmen under the MEDCAP program, There was a signi-
ficant increase in the help/cooperation given Seabee Teams by local GVN
officials since the Tet Offensive, In the refugee hamlet of Binh Hoa re-

pairs were made to a schoolhouse and various homes damaged by a severe
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windstorm, It was most gratifying to note that Teams deployed to new
sites received excellent reception from the local awthorities and that
during this reporting period there was no enemy action directed specifi=
cally against the Seabee Teams,

The men of Mobile Constructioa Battalion 28, located a Danang East,
completed a building at the Soa Bieu school providing facilities for an
aciitional L4OO students, The Battalion then built a baseball diamond and
taught the boys at the school how to play the favorite American pastime,
The Seabees then organized a sanctioned Iittle league in the area, While
MCB-28 was actively engaged in its civic action, other Seabee battalions
likewise employed their talents and displayed their concern for the civi-
lian population by constructing schools, digging wells and improving san-
itation facilities while still performing their primary mission,

Naval Support Activity Danang completed 66 self-help projects during
the month with a gratifying S4 percent self-help labor force, Ia cne
village near Danang the villagers established a special 2L<~hour-guard force
to protect the village Assistance Team (VAT), This unsolicited gesture is
indicative of the high esteem that the people hold for the NAVSUPPACT civic
action personnel that compose the VAT's and who live in the villages where
they. are conducting their civic action programs,

In the Saigon area, U, S, Naval advisors have expanded the tradition
that the Navy looks after its own to include their Vietnamese counterparts,

One area that was heavily damaged during the Tet Offensive was the Vietnamese
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This Vietnamese child was one of many aided by a combined Vietnamese Navy/
U.,S, Naval Advisory Group CIVACT program after the Tet Offensive, The .
Joint operation provided basic foodstuffs to hungry refugees,
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Navy's Third Riverine Area Command Headquarters and adjacent Cua Long

Naval Base, located on the Saigon River near downtown Saigon, Realizing
the need; U, S, Navy advisors assigned to these units wrote their families ""”‘;“"
asking for donations to aid the victims, particularly the chiidren, Soon,
packages bearing postmarks from throughout the United States began arriving
containing clothing and canned foods, It was like Chrisimas as the child- 'y
ren filed past the package~laden tables, .

In the Can Tho area in the Delta, men of the River Patrol Force con-

structed a school and purchased classroom equipment and school supplies L .... _

for the refugee children, el
On 26 April a Vietnamese Riverine Assault Group (RAG} and PBR River

Section 522 conducted the first joint RAG/PBR psychological and medical

civic action operation in Virh Long Province, Included in the operation,

. that visited several hamlets located about 15 miles southeast of Vinh

Long, were U, S, and Vietnamese corpsmen and the Vau Tac Vu entertaimmeat = . =

team, While the corpsmen treated the villagers the Vietnamese entertain-

X - ment team performed, Although it was reported that Viet Cong were in the
. area the mission was carried out despite the Viet Cong presence without
incidentv, The GVN preserce in these hamlets, which had been subjected to
recent Viet Cong harassment and attack was considered to be a strong psy-
chological victory for the GVN,

The following is a tabulation of certain civic actioa projects com=

ducted during April by U, S, and Vietnamese naval forces:
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disclosed that the alrcraft was lying upside down, and partially cubmerged
in the soft-mud bottom, EOD personnel from the Royal Australian Navy
Clearance Team checked the ejection seatc and disarmed the one remaining
seat, The salvors gboard YDB-2 rigged wire straps to the skid ring on
the tail and a 1ift was successfully accomplished, The Mohawk aircraft
came to the surface intact; however, begause of severe damage to the fuse-
lage just forward of the stabilizer a fiveeinch nylon safety line was
rigged around the wings and fuselage,

YLIC=-3 got underway and proceeded to the Delong Pier; however, dure
ing the transit the fuselage parted and the forward section of the rlane
sank to the bottom, The forward section was easily 1ifte'd‘off of the\bot-
tom and the YLIC comtimued to Vung Tau where the wreckage as turned over
to the U, S, Army 73rd Aviation Company completing another successful
salvage cperation,

On 8 April a CTF 76 command helicopter from USS ESTES (AGC12) ditched
at sea 6 miles west of Vung Tau Airfield, All occupants of the UH-2& air-
craft were recovered unharmed, The next day salvage units from HCU-ONE at
Vung Tau conducted dragging operations in the area with negative results,
On 11 April local fisherman reported that the wreckage was visible near
the mouth of.the Soirap River,

Upon arriving at the scene the wreckage was found lying upside down
in six feet of water, A survey by HCU ONE divers revealed that the air-

craft was intact with one propeller blade and the tail section heavily
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SALVAGE OPERATIONS

On 1 April a Vietnamese Navy Yabuta junk attached to Coastal Group
36, carrying a cargo of cement and ammunition, flooded and sunk 3 miles
west of Vung Tau, YLIC 3 (light 1ift craft) of Harbor Clearance Unit
ONE detachment at Vung Tau with its embarked salvage team proceeded to
the salvage site on 6 April and commenced saivage operations that morning,

The initial salvage survey revealed that the sunken craft was
resting on its starboard side with the hull intact and its cargo of cement
washed awsy, After recovering the junk‘s ammunitiong; divers passed lift-
ing straps under the wreck, and the YLIC lifted the disabled boat to the
water!s edge, The salvage boat with the junk hogged in to the bow ramp
in a capsized condition, then proceeded to Front Beach at Vung Tau where
they grounded the VNN junk, After plugging the seeping seams and scup=-
pers the craft was righted and turned over to the Vietnamese Navy,

On 29 March a U, S, Army Mohawk OV-l aircraft of the 73rd Aviation
Company crashed in Vung Tau Harbor, less than one mile from the Vung Tau
Airfield, A combined U, S./Australian/Vietnamese search effort immediately
searched the crash area for survivors from the sunken aircraft, The co-
pilot was rapidly rescued; however, the pilot's body was not found until
31 March, at which time search operations for the sunken airplanc were
commenced, After three days of searching, the wreckage was discovered on
3 April by units of HCU ONE near Vung Tau channel buoy number 10,

Salvage operations commenced the next day when the salvage survey

89 CONFIDENTIAL
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PROGRAMS ¢
Man Days Expenditures (VN$)
Economic Development 25 8l,396
Education s 606,455 ST T
Social Welfare 1,323 3,728,922 ]
Transportation 88 1,058,79% R ST
Refugee Assistance Support 292 718,134 S
TOTAL 25143 6,196,701 v ... .
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS s N 57,71 ~_.:'_.-_
INSTITUTES ASSISTEDS NEPRAR N
> s ..
Number ST
. - Hoapitals/diapenparies 35
Schools 39
Orphanages 23
Others 59

PERCENT OF U, S, CIVIC ACTION PROJECTS CONDUCTED JOINTLY WITH:

R S B A MR A

Percent
Other FWMAF Te5
RVNAF 12,5
U, S, civilian voluntary agznciss 3,0
Average percent of self=help by VN civilians 33.0
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damaged, Wire straps were rigged for the 1lift, but the two initial 1ift

attempts by an Army Chinoek helicopter proved unsuccessful, A heavier

U. S, Army Skycrane helicopter with grsater 1ift capacity was brought to = .
the site; lifted the wreckage to the surface; and then transported it to
the Vung Tau Airfield,

On 25 March divers from HCU ONE Detachment from Vung Tau, working ”"“”‘“‘“*

‘ < 8
in conjunction with U, S, Navy crane YD=220 from Naval Support Activity Sen T
Dong Tam attempted to raise a sunken Vietnamese Navy commandament from

the bottom of the My Tho River, The VNN assault boat fiom RAG 21 was
sunk by enermy fire on 1 February in the vicinity of My Tho, and had a ‘
15- by Lk~ foot hole on the portside, The major hull damage was a re- _ i
sult of exploding mortar rounds from the boat’s magazine, where the e
rocket round impacted,

Due to the extensive weakening of the hull, “‘wo lifting legs pulled

out; one was due to bulkhead/deck failure and the other parted because

of an overloaded lifting ring, The commandament resettled in 10 feet

A
) e
A0 0.

of water, and the contimation of the salvage operation vas deemed

1
atsa

economically unfeasible by the U, S, Navy salvage chief on the scens,
. On 2 April the Senior Naval Adviscr, Vietnamese Navy requested

that a U, S, Navy crane YD=220 be made available for a Vietnamese Navy

salvage effort on the critically needed VNN commandament, After exten-
sive planning and rigging by VNN shipyard personnel from Saigon, the

‘ﬁ:j second salvage effort commenced on 22 April, Utilizing a tri-sling
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Vietnamese Navy salvage personnel lifted this Viei'.m:m.aseL cormandament
from the depths of the My Tho River on 22 April, The successfil salvage
operation followed an initial attempt to retrieve the craft on 25 March,
The operation was fouled then due to an overloaded lifting ring, The
commandament was sunk by enemy fire on 1 February near the city of My
The,
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crane YD-220, the hoisting operation was successfully culminated withim
aboard the floating crane pending ultimato shipment to the VRN shipyard

two hcurs, The severely-damaged assault boat was taken to Dong Tam
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COMMUNICATIONS

During the month of April, the COMNAVFORV Message Center established

a new monthly high for message handling by processing a total of 118,721 - ‘j-'.-ji

messages, an increase of 8,251 messages over the March totals, This marked

.......

increase in totzl messages over the past two months was attributable to AR
increased offensive operations, and additional communication guardship
responsibilities coupled with the removal of MINIMIZE restrictions,

The status of “Yoject CLARINET TACK (the use of airetranspertable o
contingency commmnication vans) remained vnchanged, The AN/TRC-97A )
micro~wave vans, which were to be received from USAF agsets in the Philip-
pine Islands, had not yet arrived-in-country,

Project CLARINET SEAWARD (upgrading communications facilities at

COMNAVFORV headquarters, the Coastal Surveillance Centexrs and GAME WARDEN
bases) continued to show favorable progress, as the electronics inverntory

team completed their inventory of equipment at all sites except Nha Tra...

and Vung Tau, The electronics installation work at COMNAVFORV headquarters,
and at month's end was making final system checks to ensures optimum opera-
tion, The installation team was scheduled to commence work at Qui Nhom

on 7 May, Upon completion at Qui Nhon, the team was to complete the eleg-

tronics installations at Vinh Long, Sa Decy My Tho and Cat Lo in that
order,

The beneficial occupancy date (BOD) for Nha Trang was established

as 30 July, while An Thoi was expected to be ready by 31 May, The real
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estate problems at Vung Tau, which evolved around the fact that Vietnamese
personnel were residing in the lighthouse building that was to be used for -

the CLARINET SEAWARD installation, were resolved, when new living accomoda- . L2
tions were programmed for the people to be displaced, However, a firm BOD T

could not be estimated until the new quarters were cc.ipleted, and access to AN
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the lighthouse had been gained, e
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ORGANIZATION AND COMMAND

I I R

R 4L S B
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On 1 April Captain Max C, DUNCAN, USN, assumed command of the U, S,

Fu

- Naval Support Activity, Saigon, in an impressive change of commend cere-

vt
B
-

] l_‘.‘ 'l;l 'y
’

V)
1]

mony in Saigon, Captain DUNCAN relieved Captain Burns A, SPORE, USN,

x

| ‘}.

after completing a comprehensive indoctrination tour of various naval ..._...._......,4
activities and detachments ir the II, III and IV Corps Tactical Zone of
South Vietnam,

Two days later at the Binh Thuy GAME WARDEN base, Captain Arthur
W, PRICE,; USN, relieved Captain Paul N, GRAY, USN, as Commander River
Patrol Force/Task Force 116, Prior to assuming command, Captain PRICE

visited the Saigon headquarters of COMNAVFORV and COMNAVSUPPACT, Saigonm,

for a series of indoctrination briefings on U, S, Navy and Vietnsmese
_Navy/Marine Corps operations in South Vietnam, He also visited the

Coastal Surveillance Force (CTF 116 ) headquarters at Cam Ranh Bay; the

Mobile Riverine Force (CTF 117) at Dong Tamj the Naval Support Activity,

Danang, and a majority of the far-flung PBR; SEAL; minesweeper and heli-

_copter sections and detachments of his rewly acquired command,

On 4 April Major General John H, HAY. Jr., USA, Deputy Commanding

General II Field Force Vietnam, Major General Nquyen Duc THANG, ARVN,

Commanding General IV Corps, and Major General George S, ECKHART, USA,
Senior Advisor IV Corps, visited the Mobile Riverine Base and received
& briefing on the MRF concept of operations,

In colorful change of command ceremonies on 10 April at Phu Quoc
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Island in the Gulf of Thailand, Commander Adrian L, LONSDALE, USCG,

assunmed command of the Gulf of Thailand Surveillance Group, and the
duties of the Fourth Coastal Zone Naval Advisor from Commandexr Norman
J. VENZKE, USCG,

Vice Admiral Charles K, DUNCAN, USN, Chief of Naval Personnel (center)
is flanked by Captaim arthur W, PRICE, USN, COMRIVPATFOR/CTF 116 (1left)
and Rear Admira. aenneth L, VETH, USN, COMNAVFORV, on his arrival at the
GAME WARDEN base at Binh Thuy,

Vice Admirsl Charles K, DUNCAN, USN; Chief of Naval Personnel con-

T

ducted a thres-day tour of the major U, S, Navy commands in South Vietnam
on 17«19 April, The primary purpose of his visit to the Republic of Vietnam

3 was to receive a genera]l orientation and to review the naval personnel
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situation in-country, Vice Admiral DUNCAN's itinerary included visits :
to the Coastal Surveillance Force (Operation MARKET TIME) headquarterss
4 the River Patrol Force (Operation GAME WARDEN) and River Squadron FIVE . e
headquarters at Binh Thiy; the Mobile Riverine Force at Dong Tam and ]
the Naval Support Activity, Danang, R
: On 18 April General Harold K, JOHNSON, USA, Chief of Staff, U. S, " e
Army, made a short visit to the MRF; where he was given an up-date briefe : T
ing on current riverine operations, ‘ -)‘
On 25 April Lieutenant General Lewis W, WALT, USMC, Assistant Come e
mandant, U, S, Merine Corps, commenced a six-day tour of various U, S, _____
Navy and Marine Corps activities in South Vietnam, Later that day Lieu- ':'-Z.:j ‘
‘- tenant General WALT visited the River Patrol Force headquarters for a
briefing on GAME WARDEN operations; and the Mobile Riverine Force; where
he was briefed on MRF operations, The remainder of his tour was spent
with U, S, Marine Corps units in the I Corps Tactical Zone,
' FHO '.:: .....
o
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RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

#The month of April has been highlighted by the
observance of our Lord’s Death and Resurrection,
It has indeed been sobering to realize again the
extent of His work on our behalf and the fact
that because He lives we too shall also live,"

Within the context of war, the above message expressed by Chaplain
J. Robert FIOLA (NMCB-53) was proclaimed with enthusiasm by Naval Forces,
Vietnam chaplains,; giving men hope, assurance and strength in the face
of danger,

There were 510 religious services conducted during April, The total
included 249 Sunday Services and 261 Weekday Services, Special mention
must be made of the variety of divine services conducted, particularly
with the advent of Easter, Chaplain James J, KILLEEN;, NAVFORV Force
Chaplain, celebrated Good Friday and Easter Sunday litergies utilizing
laymen, The test of the Passion of Christ was read by three men taking
the role of narrator, Christ, and other individuals at each of his services
held at Nha Be, NAVFORV headquarters and Saigon Cathedral, Chaplain KILLEEN
said, "In each place the reading was done with great dignity, yet the per-
sonality and national background of those who spoke the words of Christ
came through loud and clear, These men really lived their roles, It was
drama at its best. "

Sunrise service at Vung Tauy; in the Delta; and Red Beach, in I Corps,
were in marked contrast, Regarding the former, Chaplain Francis P, BURCHELL,

Jr.; (NSAS) related, ",,,the irumpet sounded at sunrise to usher in this
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great Easter Day,...AS the sun rose so did the voices of 500 men in praise
of the Risen Christ," At the latter, however, "Easter Sunday and sunrise
services without a sunrise in a windless drizzle brought some warmth into
the hearts of Christians gathered at Red Beach," stated Chaplain Carl W,
ERICKSON, (NMCB-62),

Folk Masses were another highlight of the month, At NMCB=53 on
Easter Day, a Folk Mass with guitar accompaniment was celebrated, The
response was so great that Folk Masses were repeated the folluwwing Sunday,
NAVSUPPACT Danang hospital also conducted & Folk Mass on 28 April).,, Chap-
lain Edwin V, BOHULA explained, "The hymns used were 'Here We Are'! as a
processional, 'We Offer You, O'lord' to the melody of KUMBAYA ag Offertory
hymn, 'Come My Brothers Praise the Lord! to the melody of 'Michael Row
Your Boat Ashore" as a Communion Hymn, and 'Let Us Thank the Lord! to
the melody of '‘Whers Have All The Flowers Gone' as a recessional ,®

In the course of their administering to the servicemen, the chap-
lains were busily involved in conducting special services, i,e,, baptisms,
weddings, and memorials, and civic action programs, Activities included
giving money to orphanages, refugees, scholarships funds, and schools;
providing building materials, medical supplies, clothing, soap, food, and
school supplies; teaching English classes, giving parties for children in
school and orphanages, assisting in emergency evacuations, medical aid
training, showing movies, and repairing and erecting aschool buildings,

The time spent, expanse travelled and danger encounterd in ministering
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, don't write; a few are depressed; somr complaim about lack of liberty;
some question our nation'’s involvement in 7ietnam, For some, drinking
: is a problem,,,The Chaplain lives the same life, takes the same risks,
has the same hang-ups with homesickness and fear, He learns with his
men that fear is neutral; i.e,, if fear leads to distrust in God, it’s

demonics but if it leads to dependence upon God, itfs redemptive,®
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to the sick, wounded and dying can noi{ be over-amphasized, Whether in - ::‘_I-_:j_:_'_-___:::

the field, aboard ships or boats in the rivers, or at hospitals, the f- ‘

chaplains were acutely aware of the spiritual needs of the servicemen, —;,‘? S

Typifying the demands placed on the chaplains to fulfill these needs,

Chaplain Nathan O, LOESCHA (CTF 117) reported, ®The ith of April was

. the first day of an operation southeast of My Tho, a place called the L A; ' MT

'crossroads,? I was riding a,.,(monitor) when all the boats,,..came .

under heavy fire about 0830, Two ASPB's nosed into the monitor to _

) receive medical aid, The Navy corpsman and I boarded the ASPB's to —-—-~.~—~——:

treat the wounded, The next hours were spent applying battle dressings, ".‘_1_1.- :
: giving morphine shots, carrying Army and Navy wounded to the ATCH (MEDEVAC s
boat), 1ifting stretchers onto the dustoff heles, Many prayers were . ‘

spoken with the men; the 23rd Psalm was said many times,® L :

% Counseling included even the most casual conversations in which

the chaplains® words tended to reinfoice the troubled and doubting ,.._._.‘.

service men, Chsplain LOESCH summed it up when he said, %One man finda N

it tough to welcome a child into his family from 12,000 miles away, L

i another is threatensd with divorce; others have wives and families who . |

N
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NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP

VIETNAMESE NAVY

The personnel strength of the Vietnamese Navy (VNN) on 30 April
was 17,585 officers and enlisted mens of this mumber 1,330 were officers,
3,28l were NCO's and 12,971 were enlisted men, The number of unauthroized
absentees stood at 50L, and 87 men were discharged as deserters during
April,

At the Vietnamese Naval Training Center, Nha Trang, 25 men graduated
from RD UA® School on 1 April, and on 27 April an additionsl 170 men
successfully completed various class "™A® schools, On 13 April, 16 memvers
of Coastal Zone Mobile Training Teams completed L weeks of instructor
training at the Vietnamese Naval Advanced Training Center, Saigon,

The continued high tempo of operations by Fleet Command patrol and .-

- o L)
1o ode 45 ey By A

NI

logistic 1ift ships during April resulted in the non-availability of the
craft for underwasy training, On 20 April the VNN minesweeper. MSC 116
completed one week of import training at Saigon, Similarly, a patrol
motor gunboat (PGM) 608 completed one week of inport training on 27 April;
on the 29th, a landing ship infantry large (ISIL) 330 conmenced inport
training,

The LDNN (Vietnamese UDT) Replacement Training Class III at Vung
Tau included 3§ men at month’s end, On 8 April, LDNN trainees captured
S suspects carrying no identification paperé in a junk and delivered them

to the Vung Tau Naval Base for interrogation,
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Additiongl formal training conducted by the VNN included the
inauguration of Fleet Command Engineering Officers School on 1 April,
The five week curriculum stresses plant operating procedures; preven=
tive maintenance; and duties and responsibilities of watch standers,

in conjunction with plans for accepitance of PCFis, PBR's and

I1CMM's (landing craft mechanized minesweepers) by the VNN, significant
in-cénntry training was conducted in April, Training of VNN crews for
6 PCF*s and 8 PBR'Ss were completed at An Thoi and Nha Be, respectively,

On 3 ipril onethe«;job training commenced for prospective ICMM crews at

Nha Be, On the morning of the 26th, 2 U.S, ICMM's, with VNN crew em~

barked, and TF 116 PBR's were attacked by rocket, automatic-weapons

and small arms fire while operating on the Long Tau River in the RSSZ,

Return fire suppressed the enemy fire; however, one trainee was killed

and 3 others were wounded in the ambush,

Fleet Command

During April the Fleet Command had a daily average of 22 ships
available and maintained 15 ships on station off the coast of South
Vietnam, 5 ships on river patrol, 1 ship on static defense and naval
gunfire support duty, and 1 ship on the Mekong River for commercial
convoy escort duty between Vung Tau and Tan Chau, Niaty-three naval
gunfire support missions were fired; 2,320 jurks and 9,353 persons
were searched and 1 junk and 18 persons were detained in April,

Patrol craft (PC's and PCE's) were utilized in the 1st, 2nd and
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3rd Naval Zones for coastal patrol and gunfire support, and PGMis provided
coastal and river patrol and naval gunfire suppert in all four navel zomes
and the RSSZ, In support of a Coastal Croup 23 operaticn near the coastal
group base at Song Cau, PCE 08 delivered its 3"/50 fire, destroyed an
enexyy sampan, killing 2 of its occupants and wounding the third,

Landing support shipa (ISSL's and ISIL's) provided patrol, gunfire
support, static defense ax‘ld convcy escoert services in the 3rd Naval Zone,
the RSSZ and the Lith Riverine area, These ships provided vital gunfire
support to ground forces during the combined amphibious TRUONG CONG DINH
campaign conducted in April, On many of these operations the LSSL's/ISIL!S
functioned as flagships and command posts, Gunfire from ISIL 328 on 26
April resulted in 2 Viet Cong killed and L of the enemy wounded in Vinh
Long Province 5 miles east of Can Tho,

Coastal minesweepers (MSC's) in the 2nd Navsl Zone on MARKET TIME
stationy; and motor launch minesweepers (MIMS’s) in the Iong Tau, Mha Bey
Dong Nai and Saigon riverrcontimmed to conduct their vital operations,
meeting all commitments during the month,

Logistic support ships, LCM's; IST's and ICU's, conducted 42 missions
this month, 1ifting a total of 7,020 tons of cargo and k4,385 personnei,

The VNN Supply Center, Saigeom recorded a gross effectiveness of
72 percent on & total of 10,973 requests for items and a net effectivensss
of 90,1 percent on 8,748 requests for items normaliy carried in the
supply systenm,
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IDNN operated with U, S, Navy SEAL's in the RSSZ and Delta areas,
and conducted nightly hull inspections of the ships terthed ar the Port
of Salgon, Twenty-five combined operations with the SEAL®s accounted
for 22 Viet Cong killed, 3 of the enemy wounded and 1 Viet Corg eaptured,
On 5 April a SEAL team and LDNN conducted an ambush on 4 eneny sampans
on the Vam Sat River 20 miles south=southeast of Saigon, Of the 10 known
occupants, 6 were killed and 2 were wounded and captured along with a
quantity of ammunition, flash lights and rice,

Coastal Force

Throughout April Vietnamese coastal force employment stressed
participation in offensive operations, both land and waterborne; as part
of a major effort to increase allied pressure on the Viet Cong and North
Vietnamese Army infiltrators, The coastal groups participated in 176
such cperations including 20 combined operations and LS Ijoint operations,
These operations accounted for 241 Viet Cong killed, 27 wounded, 177 cap-
tured and 346 enemy suspects detained, In the Lth Naval Zone shallow
water areas of known Viet Cong operation, inaccessible to coastal grouwp
Junke, were struck by personnel embar’zed in shallow draft skimmer boate,
Kien An based personnel conducted nine operations during the month utiliz-
ing "Boston Whaler® iype skimmers (1&s foot fiberglass boats),

The coastal force continued counter-infiltration ses patrols, An

average of 181 junks were available each day for operations, an average

of 166 were employed; coastsl force units searched 43,085 junks and 142,731
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persons, and detained 22 junks and 398 persons, In the 1lst, 2nd, and 3rd
Naval Zones, fishing junk escort and control programes were initiated,
These programs have opened previously restricted fishing zones and have
improved the image of the GUN to the general populace,

In the 1st Naval Zone & land sweep was conducted by Regional Force
(RF) troops east of Quang Hgal, supported by L Coastal Group 16 units
and USCGC POINT GAMMON on 2 April, One Viet Congy was killed and three
others were captured as an enemy ambush on the blocking forcemet with the
coastal group’s resturn fire, Meanwhile, Operation QUYET THANG 3L4/G come
bined b Coastsl Greup 16 junks and RF troops in a land sweep/river blocking
operation scuth of the Tra Khuc River east of Quang Ngai that day, The
cosstal group was credited with killing 1 Viet Cong and capturing 9 of
the aggressors,

At 1655 on 7 April, a command junks and a Yabuta junk of Coastal
Group 1L were mined while anchored near- their base at Hoi An, The blast
split the Ysbuta and blew one=third of the command junk away; both craft
sank immediately, One VNN sailor was killed and three others were wounded
in the explosion, Subsequent investigation indicated that a time detonated
rine consisting of plastic explosives had been place on the river bottom
between the bows of the junks,

On the 7th and 8th of April, Coastal Group 12 junks, 3 PF platoons
and 2 USMC platoons conducted Operation LE QUANG THANH I ir the Phu Vang

sub=-sector, across the bay from Hue, As the blocking force, the coastal
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group craft killed 4 Viet Cong and captured 23 suspects evading the ares,

v K fetu
> 2

The next day, LE QUANG THANH 2, a Coastal Group 12 area sweep of the northern

Phy Vang sub-sector, yielded I Viet Cong captured and 10 mere suspects
detained, Later that day the ambush team rounded up 5 of the enemy i the

same area and took 7 Viet Cong suspects, Operation LE QUANG THANH 3 on

12 April consisted of 2 Coastal Group 12 junkss 2 Viet Cong suspects and

2 draft dodgers were detained in the same area as the 2 previous operations,

Coastal Group 11 and the U, S, 1st Marine AMIRAC Battalion units
participated in a cordom and search operation 10 miles north of Quang Tri
on 14 April, As the coastal group craft provided a blocking force, a
landing party sweep, conducted by 45 coastal group personnel and Marine
elements; netted 5 Viet Cong killad, 5 of the enemy captured and 19 suse
pects detained,

On 15 April, Coastal Group 16 personnel observed an explosion east

of the Co Luy base, near the junction of the Ve and Phu Tho rivers im

Quang Ngai Province, A coastal group reaction force embarked in 3 junks ol R

sad proceeded to the vicinity of the incidemt, The reaction force cork ST
ducted recornaissance by fire and subseguently conducted a sweep in a T
nsarby hamlet, At the scene of the incident, the reaction force recovered

the body of a VAN seaman attached to CG 16, An intelligence specialist,

this man had besn conducting a mission in the hamiet under the guise of

& released Viet Cong suspect, His mission was compromised and he was

captured by 5 armed Vist Cong, Before he could be disarmed, he heroically -j-'..-‘-Z:::Z-j:Z'j-lf-'
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pulled the pin of a hand grenade, killing himself and 3 Viet Conmg and
wounding 2 others, One of the wounded escaped, the second was caught
and subsequently died of his wounds, Additionally, the reaction forece
captured one ,38 caliber pistol, 3 grenades and several documents and
detained 8 enemy suspects,

From 16 through 18 April Operation QUYET THANG 37/G and 38/G re-
newed the offensive east of Quang Ngai and consisted of Coastal Group 16
units, ARVN and RF troops., The two operations resulted in 9 Viet Cong
guerrillas captured and 3 additional suspects detainedj; ARVN forces suf-
fered 6 killed and 16 wounded during the attempt to route the Viet Cong
from the area, Similarly, Operation LE QUANG THANH L4, 5 and 6 with units
of Coastal Group 12 continued to seek out the enemy in the Phu Vang sub-
sector on 17, 18 and 20 April, respectively, Six draft dodgers were
apprehended on the 17th, while on the 18th, 6 enemy suspects were brought
in for interrogation, and 13 more suspects were captured on the 20th,

An ambush team; respondirg t¢ an intelligence report, set out om
19 April in search of two Viet Cong companies which were believed to
have grouped for a strike against the Coastal Group 13 base, The search,
Operation VINH HIEN 5, was conducted by a combined PF and Coastal Group 13
platoon in Vinh Loc sub-sector, northwest of the coastal group base, The
platoon made contact with an estimated Viet Cong company., Gunfire support
was provided by 3 TF 115 ®"Swift® boats, a 155-mm artillery battery and

the coastal group base, After contact had been broken, the sweeping force
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uncovered 15 Viet Cong bodies and captured ones of the inmsurgents and a
quantity of weapons and ammnition,

Combined Operatien LAM SON 21k was conducted frem 19 through 22
Aprils an area search scuth of Phy Vang and Huong Thuy subesectors by

3 junks of Coastal Group 12, an ARVN reconnaissance company, an ARVN SR :"'.:'_'f.:'

special forces company and a USHC company, Forty Viet Cong were killed . o

in the action while 10 others were captured and 8 suspects were detained, L

Friendly forces suffered 9 ARVN killed and 21 wounded, ST
(o

On 21 April, two patrol junks of Coastal Group 13 discovered a Viet " “ o "
Cong tax collection team in Cau Hai Bay, 8 miles southeast of Phy Bai, S
The Viet Cong were engaged, their junk sunk, and 2 members of the tax
collection team were kilied, One Viet Cong, a French sub-machine gun,
a Russian subemachine gum, a carbine, several granades and ammunition,

and a tax record bock were captured,

A Viet Cong sapper unit was feoiled in its sttempt to set up booby

o) trapped fishing stakes in Thanh Lam Bay, east of Hue on 24 April, Two

.....

Viet Cong sampans were tying plastie explosives to fishing stakes with

trip wires between them, A Coastal Growvp 12 unit surprised the Viet

Cong and took them under fire, Two Viet Cong wars killed, two were

wounded and the two sampans were sunk by the explosioen of plastice,

Found nearby was another sampan laden with explosives, ST
Returning to the area east of Quang Ngai and south of the Tra Khuc j'-:::::Zj::.:E:T;::IjE
River on 27 April, a Coastal Group 16 reconnaissance team captured 15 .
] e
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enemy suspects in Operation THONG MINH 4, On 30 April, three Coastal

Group 16 units detected and opened fire on 10 Viet Cong sampans near

the mouth of the Tra Khuc River, Before the outnumbered VNN sailors

were forced to flee the area; three of the snemy sampans were sunk and
at least 10 Viet Cong were either killed or wounded,
Coastal groups of the 2nd Naval Zons conducted daily operations - ,'j -

with RF/PF and Republic of Kores Army (ROKA) forces, Large scale cone

frontations were negligibie as in the past month but the combined force oL L]

of the allies served as a deterrent factor and pclicing operations cone )

tinued, Five junks and a platoon from Coastal Group 25 performed an 'f"--'__‘:‘_?‘-ﬁ} o

area sweep of the Van Hinh sub=-sector, 36 miles northeast of Nha Trang
on 1 April, The early morning operation routed nine Viet Cong suspects
and one deserter, During a twilight sweep the next day 22 miles to the

north, just east of Tuy Hoa, two Coastal Group 2 platoons gathered to-

gether 20 more enemy suspects for interrogation, Similarly on 3 April,
Coastal Groy 27, RF troops and sub=sector ~~lice swept the seacoast
east of Phan Rang resulting in three Viet Cong suspects and one draft
dodgexr captured,

At noon on 3 Aprilg Coastal Group 25 completed a 12-day joint

operation with ROKA forces east of the coastal group base in Khan Hoa

Province, Two coastal group junks and a 15-mam ambush party supporting - 9

the ROKA troops accounted for six Viet Cong killed while numerous ammuni-

-----

tion; medicines; clothing items and equipment were captured and several

''''''''
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Vietnimese sailors assault the beach on Hon Heo Peninsula 10 miles
north of Nha Trang on South Vietnamts central coast, The navymen
were landed by VNN junks and secured the beach for Vietnamese mid-
ghipmen training and a beach survey,

CONFIDENTTAL 11k




LR i Y A R R N A e A e AT LA D PN
s " N "

CONFIDENTIAL

shelters were destroyed, Five miles to the north, a night ambush pla-

toon from Coastal Group 25 captured three enemy suspects on L4=5 April,

The next day, 6 April, the coastal group participated in an additional

joint area search in the Van Ninh sub=sector with ROKA forces and PF

troops which resulted in 53 Viet Cong suspects and 1 deserter detained,
A Coastal Group 23 team engaged the enemy in Phu Yen Province,

5 miles nouriheast of their coastal group base on 9 April, Two Viet Cong

.
P N

were killed, 2 others were wounded and 8 grenades, 2 Mauser rifles and
mumerous items of clothing and equipment were captured, The U, S, advi-

sor was slightly wounded in the action, Again on 18 and 19 April; a

Coastal Group 23 ambush team sought out the ensconced enemy in Phu Yen
Province, across the bay from their base, detained L suspects,

mos Coastal zroups of the 2nd Naval Zone conducted three additonal

) operations on 19 April, Coastal Group 2h; in southern Phy Yen Province,
east of Tuy Hoa, conducted an 11 hour cordon and search operation with
RF/PF troops, The combined forces rounded up 9 Viet Cong suspects as
well as L1 draft dodgers from the area, In the Van Ninh sub=sector, a

Coastal Group 25 thirtysman landing party captured lj Viet Cong, while

UEMERD

further south in the Cam Rann Special Zone, units of the Coastal Groups

[)
U PRI

W

» 26 and 27 commenced Operation TU CUONG 20/68. The joint efforts of the
coastal groups, a platoon of the Cam Ranh Special Zones, two TF 115 #Swift®
boats and an 1=19;, accounted for the destruction of 3,000 punji stakes,

-_1:3 2ive 50-kilogram salt bags; three wells, a punji stake trap and two 55=
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A coastal group landing party storms a beach in the Van Ninh sub-gector
during a cordon and search operation,
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gallon drums, Enemy casaulties were unknown; there were no friendly
casualties,

From the 20th to the 26th of April, Coastal Group 22 opersted with
ROKA troops and TF 116 units north of Qui Nhon City, The seven=square-
mile cordun and search operation just east of Binh Dinh left over 200
enenmy dead while friendly forces suffered 2 killed and 10 wounded, During
the 6-day operation, 90 enemy suspects, 1 defector, and 13 draft dodgers
were brought in and 76 of the enemy were captured along with a quantity
of war materials, weapons and ammunition, Near a village, 15 miles to
the north, ROKA forces and Coastal Group 21 engaged a small Viet Cong
force on 26 April, The coastal group units provided gunfire support with
Navy "Swift® boats as the ROKA and PF ground troops halted the enemy's
advance into the village, Four Viet Cong were killed while a PF soldier
also lost his life and three others were wounded in the fracas,

The next day, 27 April, Coastal Group 23 units engaged the enemy
in Phu Yen Provence, east of the coast group base at Song Cau, The three
platoons from the base were credited with killing one Viet Cong and cap-
turing 16 guerrillas, 6 grensdes and & quantity of clothing and documents,

Unlike previcus months; April proved to be relatively unevenful for
the coastal groups of the 3rd Naval Zone, Participating in the Delta-

wide offensive pressure on the enemy, the coastal groups experienced light

enemy contact, The insurgents; it would seem, sensed the stepped-up opera-

tions and chose to remain under cover, Incidents; minor in nature, occurred
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regularly, characterizing the terrorizing and harassing techniques of
the Viet Cong, Despite the aggressive efforts to route the enemy on
the part of the VNN coastal group personnel and the.’_u' U.S, advisors,
the results for the month were less than gratifying, Throughout the
month nightly ambushes were set up by all coastal groups of the 3rd
Naval Zone; in most cases negative comtact was made, in others, one,
two, or three suspects were detained, Combined operations with TF 116
units and ARVN troops were as mmerous this month, but they too yielded
minimgl results,

During the first of the month Coastal Groups 32/33 were actively
engaged in seeking out the enemy on Long Son Islan;ig north of Vung Tau,
On 1 April four men from the coastal group om a training missiom located
a base camp on the island, Two Viet Cong were killed and a tumnel com=
plex was destroyed, The team received sniper fire but the elusive enemy
fled the area, The pursuing landing party discovered a 2nd base camp,
killiﬂg one Viet Cong and capturing another enemy insurgent, Returning
on 6 April, the coastal group discovered an additional base camp and
destroyed the bunkers/tunnel complex, Despite contimuous er;eav fire,
the landing party escaped casualties, Booby-trapped food and entrance
route, set by the coastal group personnel at one base camp on 1 April,
were discovered detonated upon arrival of the team, Although no bodies
were located, the team noted approximately 4O ummarked graves in the

area, The coastal groups' actions during those days were felt to be a
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\ definite threat to the Viet Cong infrastructure on Long Son Island,

‘.' . While transiting the Ben Tre Canal from Kien Hoa City to their o

‘:( coastal group base, units of Coastal Group 34/37 came under heavy 57=um Mw‘:-’“
: recoilless rocket fire, One junk received six rounds, cauvght fire and -

. sunk, Although there were no casualties and all weapons were recovered, )

_.‘ the junk' was unsalvagable being 80 percent destroyed, Escorted by TF 116 “*;*“
‘ uSeawolves" and PBR?s, the convoy proceeded to their base, a second junk . E .
‘ having sustained slight damage from three rounds, ' _~ ,

: TROUNG CONG DINH VB/02, another operation of the series, included ﬂﬂ;‘mm
Coastal Group 35, three RF companies and two PF platoons, sweeping north-
I":j: west of the coastal group base on the Co Chien River, This sweep on the
10th of April resulted in two Viet Cong being captured while two of the e
:;: Vietnamese soldiers were wounded,
\ The night of 26=27 April provided the mask for a Coastal Group 36
; cordon and search operation with twe PRU piatoons in Ba Xuyen Province, _;ta;:
‘ northwest of their coastal group base on the Bassac River, An ammmni- AR
tion cacne was discoversd; three Viet Cong were captured along with .

a . numerous documents hidden nearby, Meanwhile, across the river »n Dung

‘ Island, a similar operation was conducted that night by Coastal Group 31

.: and a 60-man PRU team which yielded three Viet Cong killed and eight Viet

‘ Cong and a quantity of documents captured,

In the Lth Naval Zoms, enemy activity also remained at a low level,

The coastal groups?! operations were characterized by routine daily
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patrolling and searching the junks traversing the waterways, Psycho-
logical operations and civic action missions were carried on by An
Thoi, Kien An and Poule Cbi Island based coastal groups, Whether dis-
tributing medical supplies, soap, food or clothing to the residents, or
making "psyops” broadcasts to the enemy in hiding, the coastal groups
made their presence and importance known, Use of the shallow draft
skimmer boats gave access to the inland waters of Kiem Giang Province
and the beaches of Phu Quoc Island theretofore untouched by the VNN due
to the shallow water, Small unit land patrols and cordom and search
operations were conducted by the coastal group personnel and their junks
afforded gunfire support to ground troops, Despite these conscientious
efforts, in general, the enemy was not to be aroused,

An Thoi based Coastal Group 42 units discovered two small camp
sites while on routine patrol om the northwest tip of PhtQuoc Island
on 17 April, Although no enemy contact was made, the landing troops
destroyed both sites, The next day this same patrol provided naval gun-
fire support to Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) spotting Viet
Cong positions mid-island on the western shore, The coastal group was
credited with killing six Viet Cong and wounding twc cthers,

Three Puolo Obi Island Coastal Group 41 junks engaged the enemy
while supporting U, S, Specia]_. Forces conducting a xaid at the mouth of
the Bay Hoa River om 22 April, After 30 minutes cf fire the estimated

Viet Cong platoon was silenced, The ground troops took two Viet Cong
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priscners and confirmed that twe Viet Cong were killed by the junk's
gunfire,

On the night of 24«25 April, Coastal Group 42 units conducted a
combined cordon: and szarch/arhush/Mpsyops® mission 10 miles north of
An Thoi, Setting up a 25-man ambush team, the coastal group junks
landed another ground force to trap the fleeing Viet Cong, The ambush
team killed two Viet Corg and three more of the ensmy were suspected
wounded in the fray, The landing party then commenced a “gsyops" pro=
gram with speakers and leaflets, The team received occasional fire
whicl the junks off shore returned, Upon cor-letion of the broadcast,
the VNN sailors came upon a camp where they destroyed three structures,

four bunkers and numerous fox holes,

s Riverine Area Naval Commands

E At the end of Aprii, 23k craft were assigned ‘0 the THIRD Riverinms
- Area, FOURTH Riverine Area and the River Transport. and Escort Group (RTEG),

A daily average of 157 craft were available for operations and 147 were

employed, Six additionsl units, lj ICVP's and 2 ICM®s, continued to be

assigned to I CTZ as an zugmeatation force to perform river ratrol duties,
River Assault Groups (RAG®s) participated in 36 offensive operations,
including 16 combined operations and 19 joint operations, in the THIRD
and FOTRTH Riverine Areas and the Rung Sat Special Zone (RSSZ),

I the THIRD Riverine Area, RAG 30 craft operated south of Saigon

to deny the enemy access ic the rivers and canals interlacing the area
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Axiver assault group FOM on river patrol inspects a junk for enemy
weapons or unusual cargo as part of the VNN effort to halt enemy
infiltration of men and supplies in South Viatnam,

north of the RSSZ, Transport, landing and blocking missions were cea-
ducted with U, S, and ARVN units throughout the month, The river craft
of RAG 30 maintained perimeters and provided naval gunfire support and
mobility to the ground troops as land sweeps sought out the enemy amd
his base camps and caches, On 2 April RAG craft supported an ARVN
Ranger group from the Tam River, 7 miles southwest of Saigon, Landing

the troops on the north bank, the RAG boats served as a blocking force,
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:; Several cordon and search operations throughout the day netted five Viet
\-G Cong killed and a sizable cache containing various weapons, rockets and
; grenade launchers and several thousand rounds of ammnition,
12 During the period 4=-7 April, RAG 30 operated with U,S, "Gha:tflie R
3‘ Company” 2nd Battalion 3rd Infantry, 199th Iight Infantry Brigads south
g of Saigon and east of the Can Giuwoc River, Reconnaissance, ambush and - o -

cordon and search operations were conducted by the ground troops as I-j-""."-{- S

Cl
PR U NCY

PR RO

: the RAF craft provided mobility, barrier and naval gunfire suwpport, @ =i=:.0C
g “The four days of sweeps in the areg dotted with small base camps, shel-

4: ters and caches dealt a severe blow to the enemy; over 60 bunkers were

destroyed, including sleeping huts, firing positions, and mortar bases,

ﬁ most of which were believed to have been utilized recently, Clothing,

» foot prints and new graves discovered lert credence to that belief,

:_ Three sampans were destroyed and two others were captured, The enemy

Hj remained elusive, however, as no contact was made by the friendly forces,

Meanwhile to the north of Saigon, RAG 28 river craft supported
= Operation QUYET THANZ 15/SD on 6 April with elements of the Sth ARVN

Infentry Division, The RAG boats provided troep 1lift, beaching amd
medevac for the ARVN units, 15 miles nerth-northwest of Saigon on the
Saigon River, Three Viet Cong were killed while 3 more were captured

along with 200 pounds of rice, 51 rounds of 82-mm mortar and mumerous

L other weapons and ammunition, On 8 April, RAG 22, operating on the

Vam Co Dong River, southwest of Saigon; joined ARVN troopsad VNAF
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aircraft; the ground sweep, west of the river; resulted in one Viet
', Cong killed and one Viet Cong and a small wéapons cache captured, A

geries of bunkers were destroyed by the combined fire power,

+

- Operation TOAN THANG 211/SD was conducted just east of the pro-

O

Vel
RN
P a

vincial captail city of Phu Cuong on 15 and 16 April, RAG 28 river

2 craft provided support to elements of the Sth ARVN Infantry Division, . ;*;-_
:i The Two-day swesp netted 30 of the enemy killed while a quantity of L
war meterials including mortar and rocket launchers, mines;, individual .

weapons and ammunition were captured, On the 19th; river craft of :u.._,;,_._

[

RAG 28 again transported troops and provided naval gunfire support to

N

]
IS

i efane

S5th ARVN Infantry Division elements during Operation TOAN THANG 212/SD

north of Phu Cuong on the Saigon River, In this operation 6 Viet Cong

e e
°

were killed and 1 was captured, and 23 complete 122-mm rockets, mmerous

-, plastics and TNT blocks were uncovered,

," The next day RAG 28 units conducted Operation TRUONG CONG DINH et

227/SD with elements of the Sth ARVN Infantry Division; just south of

R
1 Pt )

Iu :,"::‘ ". i

the city of Phm Cuong, This day's operation netted one Viet Cong killed, O

while three Viet Cong, one B-L0 and five B-ll rockets, a quantity of

smmmnition, eight bags of rice and numerous documents were captured,

Also on 20 April, TOAN THANG 138, with RAG 22 and the SOth ARVN Infantry
"‘{ Regiment, was conducted west from the Vam Co Dong River, 13 miles south-
x west of Saigon, Just to the east of the Vam Co Dong River, on 23 April,

the RAG craft supported the ARVN troops during Operatiom TOAN THANG 151,
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and their U, S
Special Zone during a recent offensive operation,

Vietnamese COmumds
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LY
Although the enemy casualties were unknown, 20 shelters were leveled
in the sweep, communications equipment, a generator and numerocus docu=

ments were captured, and two junks and a quantity of smmnition were

captured, and two junks and a quantity of ammumition were destroyed,
Contiming the campaign te the south of Saigon; RAG 30 and the

U, S, 199th Light Brigade troops swept the areas from the rivers and

canals for enemy caches and base camps, On the 25th, fifteen bunkers

were located and destroyed by the combined powers, and on the 2%th,

33 more were leveled, At these locations the ground troops uncovered

quantities of medical supplies, food, clothing, documents, weapons and

ammunition and other war materials, The combined amphibious operetioms

definitely denied the enemy the convenience of his base camps and various

necessities for life and battle located near Saigon,

Vietnamese Navy contrelled offensive operations in the RSSZ were
pursued by the VNN Cormandos and RF trcops with their USN, USMC, and
USA advisory personnel, Enemy activity was at a low level during the
month as the friendly forces scoured the marshy land ribboned with rivers
and streams, Numercus base camps and strongholds were encounterd this
month, Bunkers and firing positions, rest areas and medicel aid stations,
newly established or worn with age and weather, were destroyed by the
joint efforts of the aliiesy, VNN and U.S, ground, river and air power,

On L4 April acting on intelligence provided by a POW captured on

244 March, a Commando platcon and RF troops and their U,S, advisors
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conducted Operation DONG TAM 11, The area, northeast of the mouth of
the Soi Rap River, had just been hit by air and artillery fire, The
Commandos found a base camp and hospital complex of seven well camou=
flaged hootches, two bunkers, a well, and a cooking area where the
coals were still hot, Feod and equipment were strewn about indicative
of a hasty evacuation, The ground trocps destroyed the camp;, including
a sampan nearby and captured twu sampans, clothing, medicine, medical
equipment, 18 mines, several hundred rounds of ammunition, two pounds
of documents and 100 pounds of rice, The next day, 10 miles to the
north, RAG 22 river craft transported RF troops to a Viet Cong base
camp area, This operation, DONG TAM 12, resulied in six more bunkers
and two sampans destroyed,

DONG TAM 13 was a five=company search and destroy operation held
on 9 April; 5 miles east of Nha Be, River craft from RAG's 27 and 28

were utilized to transport a Commandc platoon and ‘e RF companies to

two separate landing pointsg one element sweeping southward to the Upper

Dong Tranh River and the other element northward from that river, This
area was the site of numerous Viet Cong attacks on river craft along
the Upper Dong Tranh and long Tau rivers, The land force was supported
by Army LHFT's, PBR's and RSSZ artillery batteries, Two sampans, one
with four Viét Cong embarked, the other with one, were taken under fire
and destroyed, All occupants were killed, The troops ercountered no

more enemy; four hand grenades, a set of binocula s and two rifles were

CONFIDENTIAL 128

L., @
L -.‘. . o

e -

L. e,




......................

CONFIDENTIAL

captured that day,

¥l

Commandos, transported by RAG 27 craft and led by a Viet Cong POW,

e e Y

LR An
YA

once again uncovered a base camp on 1h April, Deep in the RSSZ 16 miles

ently not used for several months, was destroyed, On the 20th, Commandos
and two U, S, advisors were inserted by Army #Slick" helicopters, 6 miles
east of the convergency of the Vam Co and Soi Rap rivers, The Commandos
destroyed seven bunkers while encountering no enemy, Fux:ther north that
day, east of Nha Be, RAG 27 and two RF companies conducted Operation

DONG TAM 1k, The river craft transported and provided blocking support
to the ground troops who destroyed two sampans, killed six Viet Cong

and captured clothing and documents,

RAG's of the Fourth Riverine were actively engaged in the Delta-
wide TRUONG CONG DINH campaign; a series of ARVN=-inspired offensive
operations which significantly suppressed the enemy, Mobility in the
tangled rivers and streams of the Delta was provided the ARVN forces
by the RAG craft, Thus the amphibious operatioms, necessitated by the
water=logged character cf the Delta, were carried out by the joint forces
of the VNN and ARVN, In each operation, the multi-purpose RAG craft
carried troops to and from the areas of operations, maintained perimeter
and blockix:g support and provided naval gunfire support to the forces
ashore, The routine mission of the RAG®s was alsoc pursued this month

£y as the craft patrolled the rivers, ran logistic lifts and provided
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- southeast of Saigon, this bese camp of four huts and four bunkers, appare-
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RAG 21/33 convoy transiting the My ™ho River with ARVN troops and
equipment embarked during one operation of the TRUONG CONG DINH

Campaign,

CONFIDENTIAL 130




CONFIDENTIAL

escort support to the river convoys,
TRUONG CONG DINH 21/05, which commenced om 31 March, was conducted

by RAG's 25/29 boats, two VNMC battalions and five ARVN battalions and

terminated on 5 April, The VNMC battalions were credited with 1l Viet
Cong killed and two captured while suffering 1l of their own wounded,

The ground troops swept north and east of the Cap Tho River toward Can

Tho City, destroying a Viet Cong base camp and a grenade factory con=
taining molds and equipment, The foruces destroyed or caputed a lengthy =
list of weapons and ammunition; rice and gasoline, Meanwhile on 3 April, ;W AR

craft from RAG 25/29 detachment at Ca Mau lifted the ARVN 32nd Infantry
Regiment and An Xuyen Province forces up the Quan Lo Den Phung Hiep Canal,
12 miles northeast of the city of Ca Mau, This operation, TRUONG CONG
DINH 11/SD/21, yielded one Viet Cong killed and seven captured,

RAG’s 21/33 and 23/31 river craft and the VNN Fleet Command ship
ISSL 225 embarked the ARVN 10th Infantry Regiment Command and two bat-
talions, the 10th Reconngissance Company, an ARVN Ranger battalion and
U, S, Sth Infantry Divisicn elements for Operation TRUONG CONG DINH
7/10/7, Oc Island in the Ham Iuong River during the period L=7 Aprii
was the scene for repeated ground sweeps as the VNN river craft and
U,S, PBR's maintained blocking and gunfire support positions encircling
the island, Intermittent but heated battles were waged for the four
1 days during which time the RAG craft provided much needed mortar illumi-
1 .
|

nation and medevac runs, The U, S, forces were credited with killing T2
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of the enemy and capturing 13, while suffering 39 of their own killed
and another 16 wounded, The ARVN forces killed 13 Viet Cong while
capturing 15 of the enemy and sustaining 5 ARVN fatalities of their 59
casualties, A quantity of weapons and ammunition; 30 bunkers and 100
liters of gasoline were destroyed or captured by the allied forces,

The FOM, which was sunk in the Can Tho River in March (see March
COMNAVFORV Monthly Supplement; page 142), wa3 successfully raised on
S April by the VNN salvage LCM's and was towed to Can Tho the next day,
Repair operations then commenced on the B-=4O and B-lil rocket-scarred
hull,

TRUONG CONG DINH 7/SD/7 was conducted by RAG®s 21/33 and 23/31
river craft and ARVN 7th Division personnel in Dinh Tuong Province
north of the My Tho River, Between the period 7 through 10 April the
RAG craft carried troops, maintained blocking positions and provided
naval gunfire support from the My Tho River at the convergence of the
Co Chien River, 4Although only one of the enemy was killed, 18 others
were captured and the ground forces liberated four ARVN troops who had
been held by the enemy, Besides the mumerous weapons and ammnition
captured during this operation, a PRC-10 radio and E~8 telephone, diving
gear, two tractors, 11 mines and 4 flame throwers were seized and a
weapons shop and two first aid stations were destroyed with attendant
equipment and supplies,

On 10 April river craft of RAG's 23/31 and 21/33 transported the
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VNMC Task Force B Command and two battalions, three ARVN battalions,

two reconmnaissance companies and a Ranger battallion to Ving Long Province

just east of Tan Dinh Island in the Bassac River, As the mobile, blocking

and naval gunfire support for Operation TRUONG CONG DINH SD/9, the RAG
craft patrolled the river between the island and the main bank, Fire
received from the island was returned and silenced by the VNN craft,
The next day the forces ashore were back-loaded and returned toc Cam The,
One Viet Cong had been killed and six were captured along with clothing,
knapsacks and six sewing machines, Two Viet Cong were captured and five
suspects were detained as a result of Operation TRUONG CONG DINH 7/10/8
conducted on 15 April, ARVN 7th Division troops were landed in Vinh
Binh Province from the Ham Luong River southeast of Ben Tre by RAG!s
21/23 and 23/31,

ARVN 7th Division units and the four RAG's participated in TRUONG
CONG DINH 7/10/9 east of My Tho on 16 April. As the VNN river craft
patrolled the My Tho River, the ground troops swept westwara to My
Tho, Six Viet Cong were captured inciuding twc female cadre and three

suspects were brought in, There were two enemy killed while there were

no friendly casualties, For the next three days, TRUONG CONG DINH SD/7/10

was conducted in Dinh Tuong Province, 7 miles northwest of Dong Tam, RAG

21/33 craft provided mobile, gunfire and blocking support to two ARVN
battalions, a Ranger battalion; a reconnaissance company and units of

the U, S, 2nd Brigade 9th Infantry Divisicn, This combined operation
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left 149 of the enemy dead on the battle fields 13 Viet Cong and 3 sus=
pects were captured, A quantity of wer materials, weapons and ammunition,
was captured or destroyed, Army losses were 4 killed with another 50
wounded and ARVN forces suffered 13 killed and 55 wounded in this confron-
tation,

On 2% and 22 April RAG's 23/31 supported an ARVN battalion, two
RF companies and a PF platoon in Vinh Long Province, 5 miles northeast
of Vinh Long during Operation TRUONG CONG DINH VL/32, This land sweep
netted 7 Viet Cong killed; 3 Viet Cong and 30 suspects captured along
with assorted weapons and ammunition, ARVN losses were 9 killed and
17 woundad,

The RAG 33 commandament which was sunk on 1 March west of My Tho
(see March COMNAVFORV Monthly Supplement, page 137), was raised and towed
to Dong Tam on 22 April,

On 22 and 23 April, RAG 25/29 provided troop 1ift and river blocking
support during Operation TRUONG CONG DINH SD/21/11 conducted by two VNMC
battalions, two ARVN battalions and VNAF aircraft, The ground troops
killed three Viet Cong and captured a carbine and a case of miscellaneous

ammunition as they attadced from the Can Tho River northeast toward Can

Tho,

VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS

During the month the six infantry battalions of the VNMC operated
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in III and IV Corps Tactical Zone, the Capital Military District and
with the Mobile Riverine Force (MRF), The infantry battalions and the
artillery battalions were committed to combat operations 1C0 percemt of
the time during the month of April,

Task Force A, composed of the lst, 5th and 6th battalions (and
the Lth battalion, 1-8 April, see page 138) continued Operation QUYET
THANG under the operation comtrol of the CMD, Small unit patrols con-
ducted by the Marines throughout the month swept the areas north and
east of Saigon which in the past harbored the treacherous enemy, Opposi-
tion was negligible as the Marines secured each area of operation and
moved forward relocating command posts, The enemy remained undercover
and/or elusive this month except on 20 April when the 5th and 6%h bate
talions made heavy enemy contact, In close coordination with two come
panies of the 2nd Brigade, 18th Infantry, 1st U, S, Infantry Division
in blocking positions and U, S, Army gunships overhead, the VNMC batta-
lions achieved every ob; .tive and accounted for 21 Viet Cong killed,
including 2 females, They captured 10 individual weapons and ome crewe
served weapon as well as assorted amounts of ammunition, rice and docue
ments, There were 9 VNMC personnel wounded during the battle,

HMeanwhile Task Force B; the 2nd, 3rd and Lth batislions; partici-
pated in the TRUONG CONG DINH campaign in IV CTZ throughout the month of
April (2nd battalion, 1-16 April only), During Operation TRUONG CONG
DINH 21/06 the marines were credited with killing 14 Viet Cong (see
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page 131), Under the operational control of the ARVN 218t Infantry
Division, the Marines contimued to sweep and advance in their assigned
areas of operation, Besides joint operations such as TRUONG CONG DINH
SD/9 and TRUONG CONG DINH SD/21/11 (see pages 133, 135), the marines
participated in battalion~sized operations such as Operation SONG THAN
822=68 on 18 April, Having engaged an unknown size enemy force in Phong
Dinh Province, 8 miles south of Can Tho, the 3rd battalion secured the
area, resulting in 6 Viet Cong killed while 2 of their own were killed
and b wounded,

The 2nd battalion left Task Force B on 17 Aprﬂ to augment the
MRF as a two company ready-reaction force at Dong Tam, Daily operations
in Dinh Tuong Province resulted in light contact with the enemy, On
23 April the MRF craft landed the 2nd battalion in Kien Phong Province
east of Sa Dec, Sweeping north and west, the battalion contacted what
was suspected to be the 207th Viet Cong Anti-Aircraft Battalion about
6 miles north of Sa Dec, VNMC artillery and Army helicopter gunships
were utilized throughout the day, When the heated contest was over,
the Marines had found 15 Viet Cong bodies, The Marines suffered 39
wounded and 3 killed in the action, The next day the battalion killed
5 more Viet Cong in a sweep of the previous day’s area of operations,
The 2nd battalion remained with the MRF throughout the monthy; net gain-

ing any additional significant enemy contact,
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Vietnamese Marine Corps Operational Control Summary April 1968

Unit
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Date

1 April
2-30 April

1-16 April
17=30 April

1-30 April
1-8 April
9-15 April
16=30 April
1 April
2a7 April
8=30 April
1-30 April
1-30 April
1-30 April

1-30 April

138

Operational Control

III Corps Tactical
Task Ferce A, VNMC

Task Force By, VNMC

IV Corps Tactical Zone in
close coordination and co-
operation with the Mobile

Zone

Riverine Force (MRF)

Task Force B, VNMC
Task Force A, VNMC
III Corps Tactical
Task Force B, VNMC
Task Force A, VNMC
III Corps Tactical
Task Force A, VNMC
Task Force A; VNMC
Task Force A, VNMC
Task Force B, VNMC

Task Force A, VNMC

Zone

Zone
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SECTION I
GLOSSARY

Air-Naval Gunfire Liaison Company (U, S.)
Army of the Republic of Vietnam
Coastal Group (VNN) = A coastal patrol command con=
sisting of six to 10 junks with the respomsibility
of patrolling from 30-60 miles of coastline,
Civilian Irrsgular Defense Group (VN) - Para-military
troops used in their local area for limited area
operations,
®0pen Arms® {VN) = The Republic of Vietnam's amnesty
program of rehabilitation and re-location of Viet
Cong who voluntarily return to government comntrecl,
Task Force CLEARWATER was activated in February 1948
with the mission of expediting and improving naval
supply to combat fcrces in the northern I CTZ by
exercising overall ccoordination of activities cone
gerning movement and protection of logistic craft on
the Perfume River and Cua Viet River lines of commun-
jcation, This special task force was created in res-
ponse to heavy enemy pressure directed at these LOC
at a time of increasing combat operation and logistic

requirements by the built=up Northern ICTZ forces.
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CLEARWATER (Con't.)

COSURVFOR

COSVN

DAI DOAN KET

GAME WARDEN
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Two river security groups were formed from
River Patrol Force and River Assault Force

craft. Supporting forces available on request

included artillery and naval gunfire units,
helicopter gunships, logistic craft, and ground

reaction forces.

Civil Operations for Revolutionary Development ;'_ )

Support. e

Coastal Surveillance Force (USN) TF-115 - The T
.

U, S. forces participating in Operation MARKET
TIME and STABLE DOOR,

Central Office for South Vietnam = The highest
Viet Cong headquarters in South Vietnam,

Corps Tactical Zone « The major divisions of

South Vietnam into military regions.

National Reconciliation Program - Program which

is aimed at helping qualified returnees find
employment ccmmensurate with their previous train-
ing and experience,

Free World Military Assistance Forces (all engaged

in South Vietnam.)

The operation performed by U. S. Navy forces to

interdict Viet Cong movement on the major waterways

I-1=2
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GAME WAI)?.DEN of the Mekong Delta and the RSSZ. The force is
(Con't,

composed of River Patrol Boats, Minesweepers,

helicopter fire teams and SEAL teams.

. HEAT High Explosive Anti-Tank - A shaped-charge normally T :Z_:_.'.‘_::.“:"

used in 57-mm or 75-mm recoilless rifles. i

? HHFT Heavy Helicopter Fire Team (U. S.) = A helicopter Ei{:‘ __u_
fire team with three or more gunships used in sup= '-,"".:

port of ground and waterborne units. The use of _'.:"': ::;;':

three helicopters allows continuous firing on the o _”

target. = «-’-~

HOL CHANH ®Returnee to the Just Cause" (VN) - An individual :f-;::-::::‘zﬁ‘:-::_

........

(Viet Cong) who returns under the Chieu Hoi program.

IUWU Inshore Undersea Warfare Unit (U. 7, ) = The U. S.

forces conducting Operation STABLE DOCR,

IWCS Integrated Wideband Communication System.
LOMM Landing Craft Medium Minesweeper. S .
LDNN Lien Doc Nguoi Nhia (VNN) = Literally "soldiers whe l.0.7%- [-
fight under the sea.? UDT force of the VNN,
: LHFT Light Helicopter Fire Team (U. S.) = A helicopter fire ! -
team composed of two gunships used in support of
",
:'é ground and waterborne units.
) LRRP Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol.
I=1=3 CONFIDENTIAL
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MARKET TIME

MEDCAP
MG

MILPHAP

NGFS

NILO
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The operation conducted by U. S. and Vietnamese
naval forces to interdict Viet Cong infiltration of
men and supplies from the sea.

Marine Amphibious Force

Medical Civic Action Program

Machine Gun = An automatic, crew-served weapon adapt-
able to many mountings. The four types of machine
guns currently used by USN and VNN forces are the
M=-60, the .30 caliber light machine gun; the ,50
caliber heavy machine gun, and the 7.62-mm mini gun.
Military Provincial Health Assistance Program -
MILPHAP teams, normally staffed by three doctors; a
Medical Service Corps officer and 12 corpsmen, work
with Vietnam's Ministry of Health at the province
hospital level to improve health services available
to Vietnamese civilians,

Mobile Riverine Force (U. S.) - A force made up of
Navy craft and Army units designed and trainecd for

amphibious assaults in the Mekong Delta and the RSSZ.

Naval Gunfire Support (USN-VNN) - Naval gunfire used

to assist operations ashore; often spotted and cor-
rected by spotter aircraft or forward observers.

Naval Intelligence Liaison Officer

Il

LA




CONFIDENTIAL

NLF National Liberation Front -~ Actually the "National

Front for the liberation of South Vietnam.* A Com~

munist political=front used to give the appearance e
of popular non-Ccmmunist support to their insurgency

activities in South Vietnam,

NUOC MAM {(VN) = A fermented fish sauce served with almost any ;u;;:::;
dish, A national delicacy. o '

NVA North Vietnamese Army :

PP Popular Forces -~ Military forces recruited and employed ;;;;;;;Q
within a district; organized in platoons and squads. R ‘-M .

PRU Provincial Reconnaissance Unit (VN) - Para-military ;JEA;
personnel whose principal mission includes clandestine {}f i

©

operations designed to destroy the Viet Cong infrastruc- SRR

ture, Each unit consists of one or more teams of 18

to 20 civilians who have had prior military service.

RAF Riverine Assault Force (USN) - The U. S, Navy contingent I
of the MRF,
I'LAG River Assault Group (VN) = An amphibious warfare command
o

with the capability to transport and support a battalion

of infantry, Similar to a boat division in the RAF.

......

RED HAZE Infrared Detector (U, S.) - Sensitive heat detectors used
as an airborne locator of personnel; equipment and

military sites.
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RP Regional Force (VN) - Forces under ARVN control which
operate within their home province.

RIVPATFOR River Patrol Force (USN) TF-116 - The forces used in
conducting Operation GAME WARDEN,

ROK Republic of Korea,

RPG Rocket Propelled Grenade - A Soviet or Chinese
Communist-manufactured, fin-stabilized, anti-tank
grenade, RPG=2 (B=40), RPG=7 (B=4l1).

RSSZ Rung Sat Special Zone = Literally "forest of assassins.”
A apecialvmilitaxy'area located about 21 miles southeast
of Saigon in Gia Dinh Province and composed of Can Gio
and Quang Xuyen districts.

RTEG River Transport and Escort Group.

RVNAF Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces - Consists of the Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and RF/PF.

SEAL Sea, Air, Land. (USN) = Special duty personnel qualified
ae underwater demolition, paratrcop and jungle warfare
specialists,

SECRET ZONE A Viet Cong~dominated area utilized as a base, training
camp and logistic resupply area.

SIAR Side Looking Airborne Radar (U. S.) = An accurate airborne
radar for detecting small, moving cbjects.

STABLE DOCR The U, S. Navy operation conducted to provide harbor defense,

CONFIDENTIAL I-1=6
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STAR LIGHT Ambient light equipment (USN) - A portable system to

u

2,
-

R4
-
)

it
.
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'yt K> & 5530y
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3
[ R

enhance vision under conditions of starlight ar moon=~

1

light,

\ ' UDT Underwater Demolition Team (USN) - Specially trained
'-: swimmers used for underwater work in the Navy.

USAID United States Agency for International Development. -JM.;_'..
USSF United States Special Forces (USA) - Army personnel .
::':.: specially trained for use as advisors to indigenous N

< : personnel. et

o . thizers, guerrillas, or hard-core full-time workers

‘:'.': VIET CONG Vietnamese citizens under the control and leadership Sl

3 of North Vietnam. These persons may be local sympa- - :
.
for the Communist domination of South Vietnam. R
o VNAF Vietnamese Air Force, O

VNMC Vietnamese Marine Corps,

VNN Vietnamese Navy,
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APPENDIX II

SECTION 2

r CHARACTERISTICS OF SOME OF THE SHIPS, SMALL CRAFT AND AIRCRAFT

- UNDER THE OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF COMNAVFORV

AFDL

AMMI
: (Pont.oon)

~Auxiliary Floating Dry Dock, Light - A non-self-
propelled, open-ended dry dock with a 1,000=-ton
capacity. It measures 64 by 200 feet and has two
3-ton derricks and a machine shop, The craft mounts
no armament.

~0argec Ship, Light = A small cargo ship used for
resupplying small bases and outposts in the Me-

kong Delta and along the coast, The ship is 177
feet long, can carry 340 tons of cargo, has a i=
ton boom; and mounts two to four .50 caliber and
two o30 caliber machine guns and one 8l-mm mortar.
It has a speed of 13 knots and a crew of four of=-
ficers and 33 enlisted men.

«A multi-purpose barge. It is 5 by 28 by 90 feet
and is sectioned into 12 interior spaces., Fach
barge contains six fittings for columns to raise
or lower the targe on spuds; fittings to connect

several barges end-to-end for cavseway use, and

fittings to allow side-mounting on ISTs and ISDs.
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AMMI (Con't.)
(Pontoon)

APB

APL

ARG

CONFIDENTIAL
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......................

-In addition to causeway use, the barges can be po-
sitioned to embark and debark troops and to serve
as platforms for patrol craft hull maintenance.
~Personnel Barracks Ship - An LST converted to pro-
vide berthing for an Army battalion and a River
Assault Squadron. The ship is 328 feet long with
berthing spaces for 122 officers and 1,180 enlist-
ed men, and mounts four 4.2-inch mortars; two 40~
mm quad gun mounts, two 20-mm twin gun mounts, and
ten 7.62-mm machine guns. It has a speed of 12
knots and carries a crew of 1l officers and 161
enlisted men,

-Personnel Barracks, Lighter = A non-self-propelled
barge with accommodations for the crews of 20 PBRs
or 10 PBRs and 10 PCFs, It is 49 by 261 feet, has
transient berthing spaces for 39 officers and 290
enlisted men, and mounts six ,50 caliber machine
guns. The crew consists of five officers and 84
enlisted men.

-Repair Ship, Internal Combustion Engine .- A repair
ship converted from a C-2 freighter and capable of
repairing ships and craft with gasoline or diesel
propulsion plants. This ship is 442 feet long and

II-2-2
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ARG (Con't,) -mounts three 3"/50 caliber guns. It has a speed of

11,5 knots and a crew of 19 officers and L93 enlisted

men,

ARL ~Repair Ship, Landing Craft - An IST converted to
repair landing craft and support amphibious ships.
The ship is 328 feet long and mounts two 40-mm quad ;;_fm*,l
gun mounts. It has a speed of 10.6 knots and a
crew of 12 officers and 178 enlisted men,

ASPB =Assault Support Patrol Boat ~ A special configured
craft designed principally for use by the Riverine
Assault Force. The boat is 50 feet long and mounts
one 20-mm gun mount, one 8l-mm mortar, two MK-18
4O-mm grenade launchers; and one twin-.50 and four
»30 caliber machine guns. The ruggedly-constructed,

hi gh-speed (14.8 knots) boat, with a crew of seven

enlisted men, is used as a minesweeping and escort RSN

craft for the trooep carriers,
ATC ~Armored Troop Carrier - A modified; armored LCM-6

designed principaily for use by the Riverine As-

sanit Force. The boat ig 56 feet long with an ex-

tended deckhouse mounting two 20-mm guns, twec .50
caliber machine guns, and four M-60 machine guns. :‘; o

The craft can carry appreximately LO combat troeps

ITu2=2 CONFIDENTIAL Sl
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ATC (Con't,)

ATC(H)

BOSTON WHALER
CCB

CONFIDENTIAL
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-or two and a half to three tons of cargo. It has
a speed of eight and a half knots and carries a
crew of seven enlisted men., Special bar-and-plate
armor has been added ‘o provide protection for the
hull and deckhouse against projectiles up and in-
cluding 57-mm HEAT rounds.

~Armored Troop Carrier (Helicopter) - An ATC with
a portable helicopter landing platform mounted
above the craft®s well-deck. The platform pro-

vides faster handling of medical evacuees and en-
ables the MRF to conduct certain airborne re-supply
2-41 assault missions more expeditiously.

~A 16' finerglass, shallow-draft mortor boat.

~Command and Communications Boat - A modified, armored
1CM~6 designed for use by the RAF as a task group
flagship and afloat command post. The command center
is situated in the craft®s well, The boat is 60.5 feet
long, is equipped with radar, and mounts one 4O-mm and
one .50 caliber machine gun in a forward *urret, and
one 20-mm gun, two .50 caliber machine guns and two
M-50 machine guns in the deckhouse. It has a speed
of eight and one-quarter knots and a crew of 11 en~

listed men. The craft also has special armor similar

I1-2~4
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CCB (Con‘t,) «to that installed on ATCs.

. )
YR RAEE

L4
2 Al

C-47 -Transport - A general=purpose aircraft with twe

o AR
IOt
ik

reciprocating engines. The plane has a cargo ca=

)
A, -

pacity of 12,900 pounds, a take~off weight of

36,800 pounds; a range of 610 miles, and a cruising

speed of 153 knots, The crew normally consists of

.- “§ two officers and two enlisted men. -Tj ---lﬁ
HLC =Heavy Iift Craft - A non-self-propelled hull, capa= .
ble of partial submersion, used in salvage work to VTS

1ift hulks. The craft is 39 by 140 feet; has two 10~
ton booms as Qell as auxiliary equipment for pumping .fﬁEfﬁf?;
and can raise 300 tons in a bow 1lift or 750 tons in i '
a midships 1lift. HILCs are normally used in pairs.
Each craft mounts four .50 caliber machine guns. The
crew consists of two officers and 20 enlisted men.
ICPL =Landing Craft, Personnel, Large - A boat used pri-
(Mark XI)
marily for harbor defense and to guide larger landing
craft, The boat is 36 feet long, is equipped with
radar, and mounts two .50 caliber machine guns. It
has a speed of 19 knots and a crew of one officer
and seven enlisted ren. .

LCU ~Landing Craft Btility - Used to deliver carge through=

out the Republic of Vietnam. The primary source of

II=2-5 CONFIDENTIAL
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13U (Con't,)

LST
(GAME WARDEN
Support Ship)

CONFIDENTIAL

-delivering curgo to Dong Ha and Hue in I Corps. The

boat is 118 feet long and has a maximum speed of 8
knots. The boat captain is usually a Chief Petty . _dhgi;:&
Officer, who commands an enlisted crew of 13 enlisted
wen. e
-light Iift Craft - A converted ICU designed to perform L:i;li;_
iimited salvage duty. The craft is 119 feet in length, t
and has a shear-leg crane capable of 30-ton lifts.
Light 1ift Craft have four .50 caliber machine guns, a
speed of seven knots, and carry a crew of two officers
and 15 enlisted men.

~A 548=Class tank landing ship specially configured
for GAME WARDEN 6per;tions4 The cargo hatch has been

enlarged to 13- by 32-feet to permit lowering FBRs

and helicopters to the tank deck for repairs and main-

tenance, The main deck forward of the cargo hatch has
been strengthened and life-saving nets have been-added ii?fa?;z
port and starboard to support heliconter operations. R
A 10-ton boat lifting boom has been added on the star-

board side just forward of the deckhouse. In addition,

the transient berthing facilities on board have been
increased to accommodate eight officers and 112 enlisted e

men. An ancillary role performed ty the L3T is radar

II-2-6
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«=surveillance in support of MARKET TIME units in the

area, The ship's speed is 12 knots, and ° .e crew con=

sists of 17 officers and 123 enlisted men.
~Monitor = A modified ICM-6 designed primarily for
use as a f{ire support ship by the RAF, The craft
has bar-and-plate armor along the hull and deck-
house similar to that of ATCs and CCBs, The beat
is 60.5 feet long, is equipped with radar, and
mounts one 40=mm and one .50 cailiber machine gun
in a forward turret, one 8l-mm mortar and two M=60
machine guns amidships, and one 20-mm gun, two .50
caliber machine guns and four M-60 machine guns in
the deckhouse, It has a speed of eight and one=
quarter knots and a crew of 11 enlisted men,
~Minesweeper, Boat = A small minesweeper designed
for clearing sheltered waters, e.g., the Long Tau
River. The boat is 57 feet long, mounts one .50
caliber and one .30 caliber machine gun, two Mark
18 grenade launchers, and is equipped with radar.
It has a speed of 11 knots and carries a crew of
six enlisted men.

=Patrcl Air Cushion Vehicle = The new craft is an

all-metal peripheral jet=type hovercraft powered

I1=2=7 CONFIDENTIAL
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PACV (Con't,) ~-by a single marine gas turbine engine, enabling

the craft to reach approximately 50 knots under

optimum conditions. With a crew of one officer

§ and four enlisted men, the craft is equipped with
radar and mounts one twin .50 caliber machine gun,
three MK21 7.62-mm machine guns and one MK18 40-mm ;,:;;;_;_;
grenade launcher, The PACV, with a length of 38.7
feet, a width of 23 feet and a height of 16.5 feet

(cushion~borne), is to be used primarily as a rapid

reaction craft, a high-speed, logistic re-supply S

craft for small quantities of high priority material,

A ERCHE AN

and for SAR missions with the MRF, ;‘

PBR (MK I) ~Patrol Boat, River - A military adaptation of a

fiberglass, civilian pleasure boat, The boat is 31 el

feet long, uses twin water jets as a propuision LT

e A LT,

system, and mounts one twin .50 caliber machine gun
and one ,50 caliber machine gun with a Mark 18
grenade launcher. The craft is equipped with radar,

has a speed of 25 knots and carries a crew of five

- 8
LFL N

enlisted men. PBRs normally patrol in pairs and con-

stitute the prineipal craft of Operation GAME WARDEN,
e PBR (MK II) ~Patrol Boat, River - An improved version of the PBR

] with the same basic design; principal changes include

CONFIDENTIAL II-2-8
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PBR (MK II) (Con't.) =a lower silhouette, and modifications to the
' armanent.

PCF ~Patrol Craft, Fast (Swift) = An aluminum<hulled,

aoffshore patrol craft, used extensively for coastal
surveillance in Operation MARKET TIME, The craft
is 50 faet long, mounts one twin .50 c¢aliber machine RO
gun and a .50 caliber machine gun with an 8l-mm mortaz,

It has radar, a speed of 23 knots, and a crew of one e ;Qi;:i"T
officer and five enlisted men. Sl TG
=Patrol Gunbecat - A patrol boat for use in offshore

waters, It is a new design with an all=aluminum _*:-:-;x~‘?
hull and a combination diesel/gas turbine propuision
plant. The boat is squipped with radar, is 165 feet
long, mounts one 3%/50 calibergun, one 8l=mm mortar
and two .50 caliber machine guns. The craft’s speed
is 37 knots under turbine power and 16 under diesel
power. The crew consists of three officers and 21
enlisted men.

=A L5=foot, 13=knot craft designed for harber defense
and anti-swimmer patrols. The boat has radar, mounts
one ,50 caliber machine gun, and normally carries a
crew of five enlisted men.

=0rion - A long-range patrol aircraft used extensively

in Operation MARKET TIME. The plane is powered by

Ii=2-9 CONFIDENTIAL
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P-3A (Con't.) ~four turbo-prop engines, carries 11,000 pounds of
bombs, and has a maximum take-off weight of 127,500

pounds, Orions have a range of 3,700 miles, a cruis-

ing speed of 310 knots, and a crew of four officers
and nine enlisted men.

SsB ~Swimmer Support Boat (Skimmer) - The military version
of the civilian; fiberglass,; triple-V-hulled "Boston
Whaler®; used for harbor patrols and UDT, SEAL, and EOD

operations. The outboard-powered boat is 16.5 feet

long, is controlled from a steering console amidships,

and mounts one M=60 machine gun forward. It has a speed

of 25 knots and a crew of two enlisted men.
STAB ~SEAL Team Assault Boat - A armed version of the civi-

lian runabout; used to land and recover SEAL units.

DU S

The boat is 20 feet long, mounts one .50 caliber machine VIR

gun, one M=60 machine gun, one Mark 18 grenade launcher,

A

and can also carry a 57-mm recoilless rifle. The boat

2 is powered by two 50-horsepower outboard motors and has Tl
a speed of 40 knots. ’ T '“i:

VEDETTE -A general term referring to any of several classes

it aye
01.‘-‘.'.‘—‘-

of old French river boats--utilized by VNN RAGs and

GVN police units. KRS

»
P R R A |

UH-1B ~Helicopter (Iroquois) - A U. S. Army helicopter on
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UH-1B (Con't,)

WHEC

UNCLASSIEJED

~GENFEBENSIAL

<loan to the U, S Navy im South Vietnam, Alter-
nately referred to as a ¥Huey" or a "Gunship® or a
"Seawolf,” the aireraft mounts four 7,62-am machine
guns in pairs, vwo K=60 machine guns in pairs, two
M-60 machine guns and two pods capable of firing 14
2.7Th=inch rockets., The helicopter has a range of

250 miles; a spsed of 125 knots, and carries a craw

of two officers and twe enlisted men,

=The unarmed version of the "Huey,® commonly referred
to as a "Slick.® It can carry 10 txoops, four littere,
or 2,000 pounds of cargo.

<High Endurance Cutter {USCG) = An ocean-geing, Coast
Guard patrol ship, earmarked as a replacement for DEs
and DERs in Operation MARKET TIME, The radar-equipped
ship is 311 feet long, mounts one 5%/38 gun, six .50
caliber machine guns, one Mark 10 torpedo launcher with
six torpedes; and twc 8l-mm moriars, The ship has a
speed of 19 knots and carries a crew of 13 officers and
140 enlisted men.

=Cutter {USCG) - A mcdified version of the Coast Guard's
offshore, reszue vsssel; used cxtensively in Operation
MARKFT TIME. The bcat is 82 feet long, mounts cne .50
caliber machine gun with an 8l=mm mortar, and four .30
caliber machine guns. The radar-equipped craft has a

ot
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-speed of 18 knots and a crew of two officers and
nine enlisted men.

~Diving Tender - A non~-self-propelled lighter equip-
ped with a deckhouse contdning accommodations and
working spaces for a salvage team. The tender is 54~
by 260 feet, has a 12-ton crane, and mounts six .50
caliber machine guns for self-defense, The craft
carries a crew of 15 officers and 76 enlisted men.
~Patrol Boat Tender - A non-self-propelled barge
equipped with a large deckhouse containing shops
and maintenance facilities for small craft. Cur-
rently in use in the Mekong Delta supporting PBRs,
the barge has six .50 caliber machine guns and four
8l-mm mortars for self-defense. 1t carries a crew of
four officers and 31 eniisted men.
~Utility Yard Craft - The newest versio: of this craft
is called the SKILAK and is capable of carrying 330
short tons of dry cargo or 86,000 galleons of liguid
cargo at a speed of 10 knots.

~Repair, Berthing and Messing Barge - A converted

YFNB equipped with a large deckhouse containing

shops and maintenance areas for small craft, and

berthing and messing facilities for boat crews.
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~The craft can berth 7 boat=crew personnei.
The armament and the size of the permanent

crew are the same as that of a YFNB,
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